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" July 11, 1972 

MINlJTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CA.LL TO ORDER: 

The Torrance City 
Tuesday, July 11, 1972, 
Torrance City Hall, 

2 o ROLL CALL: 

Council convened in-a regular meeting on 
at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers at 

' . 

268'·' 

Present: Councilmen Armstrong, Sciarrotta, Surber, Uerkwitz, 
Wilson, and Mayor Miller. Councilman Brewster arrived at 7:05 P.M. 
Absent: None. 

Also present: City Manager Ferraro, Assistant City M~nager 
Scharfman, City Attorney Remelmeyer, City Clerk Coil, and City 
Treasurer Rupert. 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

Mr . Jim Conn led in the salute to the flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

The invocation was given by Reverend Edward T... Hughes, Walteria 
Assembly of God Church. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF DEMANDS: 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved that all properly audited demands be 
paid. His motion, seconded by Councilman ' Wilson, wa~ unanimously 
approved by roll call vote (Councilman Brewster had not yet arrived at 
the meeting) . 

6 . APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Councilman Sciarrotta~~oved to approve the minutes of the regular 
meeting of June~20, 1972, and Budget Workshop Session minutes of 
June 12, 14, 17, 19, 22, 23 and 24, 1972. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Surber, with unanimous approval by roll call vote (Councilman 
Brewster not yet at meeting) . 

7. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved that after the Clerk has given a number 
and read title to any resolution or ordinance on tonight's agenda, the 
further reading thereof be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each 
Councilman the right to demand the reading of any such resolution or 
ordinance in regul2.r order. The motion, seconded by Councilman Armstrong, 
was unanimously approved by roll call vote (Councilman Brewster not yet 
at meeting) . 

1. City Council 
July 11, 1972 
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8 . COUNCIL COJ.lMITTEE .Vi.EETINGS. 

Finance Committee: 
Met this date re: permaplaque awards, etc. Report forthcoming. 

Ad Hoc Committee - Conmmnitv Sun port for POWs , MIAs. 
Repcrt will be on July 18th Council agenda. 

Goals Steerinq Committee: 
Report on July 18th. 

Legislative Liaison Co~mittee: 
Will meet July 12th at 10:00 A.M. 

CO!<'.lMI SS ION MATTERS: 

9 ~ OATH OF ALLEGIANCE to newly appointed Commissioners. 

Newly appointed Commissioners were present for formal installation 
in these appointments with the Oath of Allegiance administered by City 
Clerk Coilo Mayor Miller extended the congratulations of the Council to 
those assuming Commission tasks. 

PRESENTATIONS: 

10 ~ Mro JoC. Ccnur Vice President 0 Economic Development, Torrance 
Area Chamber of Comrnerce 3 regarding JOBS CONSORTIUM. 

Mre Conn elaborated on the Torrance Consortium 0 with some 35 
local employers participating and providing 180 job slots for Vietnam 
veterans and disadvantaged people -- Mr. Clint Cooke is the manager of 
the Torrance ConsortiumQ to their good fortune. 

Mayor Miller commended those responsible ·for this excellent 
undertaking. 

PU.1'!"'NING AND ZONING F.EARINGS: 

11 . V72=6n Jefferson Company and Rolling.Hills Plaza Company 
(Albert Levitt) . 

Held for 7:30 P.M. 0 the advertised hour for the he~ring. 

12. ZC72 -~7,, Torrance Planning Commissiono 

Held for 7:30 P.M., the advertised hour for the hearing. 

PLANN ING AND ZONING MATTERS: 

(Considered together): 

13. TENTATIVE TRACT NO. 28155c Union Rentals and Supply Company, 
Stan Wilson . President. Request for approval of a tentative 
tract map on property located between 234th and 235th Street, 
approximately 330 feet east of Crenshaw Boulevard. 
RECOM.MENDED FOR APPROVAL BY THE PLAN1HNG COl'·lMISSION SUBJECT 
TO CERTAIN CCNDITION:S. 

2. City Council 
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14~ TENTATIVE THACT NO. 26102 ; Stan Wilson. Request for approval 
of a tentative tract map on p"roperty located approximately 
120 feet east of Crensha•,v Boulevard bet·ween 227tb Street and 
22 9th Street. RECO!-'.i:.MENDED FOR APPROVAL BY THE PLANNING 
CO.MMISSION SUBJECT TO CERTAIN CONDITIONS. 

City Attoruey Remelrneyer advised that Items #13 and #14 must be 
rescheduled for a public hearing because of a change in the State law 
which now requires such hearir:g ~- continuance for two weeks wasq 
therefore, requested" in order that there may be the necessary advertising. 

.... . . 
MOTION: Councilman Armstrong moved to concur with the above 

request of the City Attorney to hold agenda items #13 and #14 for two 
weeks. The motion was seconded by Councilman Sciarrotta, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

15. ORDINANCE re: ZC 72-6J Walter V. Storm. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2336 

AN ORDINAL\JCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORR~...NCE AMENDING DIVISION 9 OF 
THE TORR&~CE M""JNICIPAL CODE TO RECLASSIFY 
THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY wtiICH IS LOCATED ON 
THE WEST SIDE OF PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, 
APPROXIV~.TELY 150 FEET SOUTH OF SEPULVEDA 
BOULEVARD 0 AND DESCRIBED IN ZONE CHA..~GE 72~6. 

(W/l.LTER V. STORM) 

Councilman Wilson moved to approve Ordinance No. 2336 at its first 
reading. His motion was seconded by Councilman Sciarrotta, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable. 

16. RESOLUTION re: Termed Private Street Agreement. 

RESOLUTION NOo 72~131 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORR~NCE AUTHORIZING A.~D EMPOWERING 
THE MAYOR AND CITY . CLERK TO EXECUTE AND 
ATTEST THAT CERTAIN AMENDMENT TO AGREEJvl...EN·r 
CREATING RECIPROCAL EASEMENTS FOR PRIVATE 
STREET AND UTILITIES AMENDING THE LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY DESCRIBED THEREIN. 

Councilman Surber moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 72~131. 

His motion, seconded by Councilman Sc1arrotta~ was unanimously approved 
by roll call vote. 

3 . City Council 
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STF.C:1'.'.TS AND SIDEWALKS: 
-~_, __ _ 

17. RESOLUTION re: CA:RSON STREET WIDENING (Crenshaw to Plaza Del Amo) 

RESOLUTION NO. 72-132 

A RESOLUI'ION ·op TH.E CITY COlJNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE FINDING AND DETERMINING THAT THE 
PUBLIC INTEREST AL"\JD NECESSITY REQUIRE THE 
ACQUISITION BY THE CITY OF TORRANCE OF RIGHT
OF~Vl.Z\.Y EASEME~"J;'S TO CER1'AIN REAL PRO.PERTY IN 
SAID CITY FOR ANY PUBLIC USES AND PURPOSES 
AUTHORIZED BY LAW AND FOR USE FOR AND IN 
CONNECTION WITH PUBLIC STREET PURPOSES; Al\1D 
DIRECTING THE CITY ATTOR}J""EY TO BRING A.~D 
PROSECUTE AN ACTION IN THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR 

THE CONDEMNATION THEREOF. 
(Carson Street Widening from Crenshaw Blvd. to Plaza Del Amo) 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
72-132. His motion was seconded by CounciL~an Surber 0 and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable. 

Considered together: 

180 CARSON STREET WIDENING from Crenshaw Blvd. to Western Avenue. 

RECOM.MEND.!l.TION OF CITY ENGINEER: 
1. That $259JOOO in 2106 State Gas Tax Funds be appropriated 

for the referenced improvement. 
2. That the subject resolution requesting County Highways 

Through Cities Funds in the amount of $100,000 in support 
of that portion of the project between Crenshaw Boulevard 
and Carson Park be adopted. 

19. CARSON STREET WIDENING from Manuel Avenue to Western Avenue 
(Conflict with existing trees). 

RECOY#iliNDATION OF CITY ENGINEER: 
1. Save the exist~ng trees where possible by ·constructing 

wrap-around sidewalk or by leaving curb in ·present 
location and prohibiting parking; and . 

2e Authorize the City Attorney to acquire the necessary 
right-of-way to provide for wrap-around sidewalk. 

At the request of Mayor Miller, City Clerk Coil assigned a number 
and read title to the subject resolution: 

' RESOLUTION NO. 72-133 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUlV.CIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRJ.>..NCE 0 REQUESTING TI-IB BOARD OF SUPER
VISORS OF LOS. ANGELES COUNTY TO MAKE ALLOCATION 
OF FUNDS FROM "HIGBWAYS-THROUGH~CITIES SPECIAL 
PROJECTS" FUND FOR STREE'r IMPROVEMENTS ON 

CAR.SON STREET BET"WEEN CPENSHAW BOULEVl-.RD AND 
O.RSO~-T PARK. 

4 .. ,City Council 
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Mayor .Miller invited di sens sion on t~1ese i terns, prior to taking 
action on the above resolution -- city Eng-ineer Weaver first provided 
Staff clarification of what is proposed. 

Mr o Francis Wdelma, 2066 Cars;on Street, described the O'Jerall 
parking arrangements in the subject area ~- the entire matter could be 
resolved, in his opinion, by the placement of "No Parking 11 signs on 
the sO':.ith side of t.he street, nor is there a serious need for side\·1alks 
as proposedo 

Next to speak ·was Mr. Flavi9 Bisig-nal)O who acknoV{ledged the bea·,1ty 
of trees in their proper place but noted various problems presented by 
trees in this area 0 particularly as they relate to the efficient 
operation of a business. 

Miss Holly Hamlin, 2219 Andreoa recalled the student presentation 
approximately one year age in the matter of the Carson Street trees; 
their desire to save these trees remains unchanged ~~ a few parking 
spaces are not remotely worth the valuable trees from an ecology 
standpoint 

Two petitions were pre.sented by Miss Pat Carpenter, 1912 Andreo 
one from citizens in the area directly affected by any tree removalJ 
and one from Torrance High School students.~- both petitions being in 
protest of the removal of any trees from Carson Avenue. Still another 
petition was presented by Miss Paula Boyd, 2211 Arlington Avenues such 
petition being signed by residents outside the subject area who support 
a "save our trees" campaign. 

Representing a number of students 0 Miss Beth' Figueredo, 2738 
Martha Street, added their plea that the trees not be destroyed. 

Ccuncil discussion followed 0 with Councilman Uerkwitz indicating 
concurrence that such trees could never be replacedt and it does not 

. seem to him that there is an extensive parking problem involved with 
the trees proposed to be saved -= replacement with "little trees" would 
not be the ans\rler. Mr. Uerkwitz would no~ favor removal of any of the 
trees. 

Councilman Armstrong comrnented that some twelve trees are involved, 
each one about fifty years old for a combined 600 years of tree -- the 
tree is the most important weapon available against air pollution; to 
take the trees .away takes away necessary oxygen to breatheo Parking 
spaces for trees are not reasonable trades, in Mr. Armstrong's opinion. 
The many efforts to save trees throughout the City were described by 
Councilman Armstrong; frees are important and they need to be saved. 
Councilman Sciarrotta ccncurred in the feeling that parking spaces can 
never equal the value of trees. 

. .. . : · 1 

Four objectives were stated by Councilman Brewster: (1) Save the 
trees; (2) Improve: the traffic flow; (3) Save the City moneyi and (4) 
Expedite completion of the project. Further noted by Mr. Brewster was the 
fact that Mr. George Kurtz is the only one who has cooperated on dedication; 
therefore, the answer would be to eliminate the curbside parking. 

5. City Council 
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Hayor Miller recalled early day Torrance efforts to save trees 
,:. i1e trees in the subject area can only have enhanced the property 

vaL10s there 7 and he would agree with his constituents that the trees 
should not be eliminated and would support the compr cmise represented 
by the "w:rap--around" sidewalk. 

Concurrence was also indicated by Councilrnar. Surber who likewise 
praised the students for their perseverance in saving the trees. 

(Item 18)At the request of the Mayor, City Cler.k Coil reread the title 
of Resolution No. 72-133. Councilman Surher MOVED for, the adoption 
of Resolu.tion No. 7.2-133. His motion, seconded by co·:mcilman Sciarretta, 
was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

(Item 18) MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved to approve that $259 9000 in 2106 
:state Gas Tax Funds be appropriated · for the referenced improvement. The 
motion was seconded b~ Councilman Brewste~; and roll c~ll vote was 
unanimcusly favorablec 

(Item 19) MOTION: Councilman Uerkwitz moved to concur with the reconunenda
tion of the City Engineerv with the instruction to save as many trees as 
possible. The motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson. 

It ·was clarified, at Councilman Brewster's question , that approval 
of the motiQDt\YGUld encompass the .wrao-around sidewalk arrangement . 

.i.J.0 t::Q. .!.. 

Mr~ Brewster ,:this would necessitate the buying of land in view cf the 
owners unwillingness to dedicate; it was his suggestion that curbside 
parking simply be eliminated. Discussion fellowed regarding condemnation 
vs. redesign costs, time factors, etc. It was Mayor Miller's opinion that . -
the establishment of "No Parking" would create a monster by way of business 
protests ~~ the present parking should be retained and as much of the 
beauty as possible shculd be maintained without involvement in a "No 
Parking" situation . 

Mr. Bisignano was permitted to reiterate his strong feeling that 
the trees on:his Carson Avenue property should be removed if his business 
is to fully function. Mayor Miller indicated that there could be later 
review of this particular situatior.. 0 if there appears to be an unusual 
hardship~ --there should be no further delay, however, on the overall long 
overdue project. 

It was the furt!l.er conunent of-· Councilman Br~wster that there is a 
problem shared by the City, the businesses and the residents on Carson 
that problem is the expediting of traffic along that thorm1ghfare and 
thrcugh the area. The City can solve the problem very simply -- by 
eliminating curbside parking; howeverQ the City ·is willing to cooperate 
to do what it can to preserve the curbside parking. Councilman Brewster 
continued, adding that it g?-lls t.~i1n that the merchants ·will not cooperate 
by dedicating a few square feet of land in order that there might be the 
wra.p-around sidewalk. 

Noted by Councilman Uerkwitz was the compromise at hand -- there 
·will be some parkingQ and the trees will be saved. Mr. Uerkwitz ~yould 

agree there s11ould be more cooperation·. but it is not fair to pcnali;;;;e 
all for the sake of · a few; later on, it might come to "no parking". 

6 City Council 
July 11, 1972 
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Hope that tbere might be motivation created for a dm\'Il~mvn parking 
district was expressed by Councilm~n Armstrong. 

Mayor Miller pointed out that many of tbe business people do not 
want to keep the trees 1 and it is .understandable to him why they \v'ant to 
be paid for their property; it is not sinful to have your property paid 
for if the City is going to take it. Were there building permit applica
tions involved, dedication of land at no cost would be required by the 
City. 

The motion to concur with the City Engineer's recommendations 
carried, with roll .call vote-una~imously t'avorable. · 

Cc·: .. mcilman Brewster statedF at the time of his "yes" voter- that he 
will conc-u.r with the motion because it saves the trees and -represents some 

accomplishmer.k:~=it isr again, disappointing that the business people won 1 t 
cccperate. It xv-as Crn . .:ncilman Sciarretta' s comment that he concurs with 
the recommendation because he does not fe_el any 10 spaces along that 
street are ·,·?orth 10 trees -- were more spaces involved, it would be a 
different proposition for the merchants. 

The hour of 7:30 P.M. having passed, the Council now returned to: 

PLA:N""""NING A..~D ZONING HEARINGS: 

(Considered firstp out of order~) 

12 o ZC72-7 , TORRAc'\JCE PLANNING COM.M.ISSION. Change of zone from C-2 
to C-5 on property located at the northeast ·corner of Hawthorne 
Boulevard and Pacific Coast Highway. RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL 
BY THE PL.AI:-.1NING COMMISSION. 

An Affidavit of Publication was presented.by City Clerk Coil, and 
it was ordered filed, there being no objectiono 

Mayor Miller announced that this is the time and place for the 
public hearing on ZC72-7g and inquired if' anyone wished to be heard. 
There was no response" 

Councilman Sciarretta moved that the hearing be closedo His motion 
was seconded by Councilman Surber 0 and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorableo 

MOTION: Councilman Uerkwitz moved to concur with the recommendation 
of the Planning Commission on ZC 72-7 for a change of zone from C~2 to 
C-5. The motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong 0 and roll call vote 
was unanimously favorable. 

llo V 72-6, JEFFERSON COMPANY AND ROLLING HILLS PLAZA COMPANY 
(Albert Levitt). Request for a Variance of the off~street 
parking requirements to permit'the proposed construction of an 
additional hardware store on the northeast corner of Pacific 
Coast Highway and Crenshaw Boulevard. RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL 
BY THE PLANNING COVJ11ISS ION Su""BJECT TO CERTAIN CONDITIONS. 
RECOMJ1ENDED FOR DENIAL BY PLANNING DEPARTMENT. 

An Affidavit of Publication was presented by City Clerk Coil, :_rnd 
it was ordered filed, there being no objection. 

7. City Council 
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Mayor Miller announced that this is the time and place for the 
subject public hearing. 

It was the request of City Attorney Remelmeyer that this item be 
held for one week in order to give P...NTS a chance to meet ·with Mr. Levitt 
and attempt to reach an agreement on the conditions of the varianceF 
and thereby returned to Council as a package deal. 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarretta moved to continue V 72-6 for one 
weeko The motion was seconded by Councilman·Armstrong, and roll call 
vote was unanimously favorable. 

BUILDINGS e STRUCTURES,, AND SIGNS: 

20. CHANGES TO CITY HALL CONSTRUCTION. 

RECOMMENDATION OF BUILDING &.T\JD SAFETY DIREC'.:-OR: 
That Change Order No. 5 be approved in the arnount of $49,573.50, 
and seven days extension be allowed to the contract. 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarretta moved to concur with the above 
recommendatio~ of the Building and Safety Director. His motion was 
seconded by Councilman Wilson 0 and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. 

REAL PROPERTY: 

2lc RESOLUTION authorizing grant of easement for water lines to 
Tom T. Ishibashi. 

RESOLUTICN NO. 72-134 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE 
~.AYOR AND THE CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE. AND ATTEST 
A GRANT OF EASEMENT FOR WATER LINES TO 

TOM T. ISHIBASHI. 

Councilman Surber moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 72=134. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Uerkwitz; roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. 

22. DONA.LD L. BLUE'S FLYING SERVICE = EXTENSION OF LEASE TO 25 YEARS. 

RECO.MMENDATION OF' AIRPORT COMl.'1.ISSION: 
At a regular meeting held June 22 0 1972 the Airport Commission 
recommended to the City Council that they recons.ider their action 
cif May 9, 1972 regarding approval o~ th~ extension of lease to 
25 years for Donald L. Blue dba Blue's Flying Service, and that 
action be tabled until January 11, 1973; further that Mr. Blue's 
request for extension of lease be reconsidered following receipt 
of pertinent information from the Master Plan Consultants. 
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MOTION; Councilman Sciarrot ta. movecl to concur vii th the. above 
recomrnendation of the Airport Com:.nission., His motion was seconded by 
Councilr:ian Surber, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

TRZ\FFIC AND LIGrITING: 

23. RESOLUTION authorizing the City Traffic Engineer to prepare 
the necessary documents for the establishment of Street 
Lighting District No. 16. 

B:"§§OLUTION NO. 72--135 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TOR.RANCE 0 CALIFORNIA 0 ORDERING THE CITY TRAFFIC 
AND LIGHT ING ENGINEER TO PREPARE A.."t\f ASSESSME.N'1' 
DIAGR1~1.g PLAN"S 0 SPECIFICATIONS 0 ESTIMATE AND 
REPORT" PURSUAN'r TO THE PROVISIONS OF DIVISION 
14r PART 1, (INCLUDING CEL~PTER 8), STREETS AND 
HIGHWAYS CODE, STREET LIGHTING ACT OF 19.19 c AS 
AMENDED, FOR THE FTIRNISHING OF ELECTRIC CURRENTP 
FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF CERTAIN LIGHTING FIXTURES 
AND APPLIA.l\JCES IN A CITYWIDE DISTRICT TO BE KNOWl\J 
AS STHEET LIGHTING DISTRICT NO. 16, IN SAID CITY, 
FOR A PEHIOD OF FIVE (5) YEARS t BEGI~'NING 

NOVEMBER 1 0 1972 0 Ai.l\JD ENDING OCTOBER 31 0 1977. 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 72~135. 

His motion,, seconded by Councilman Surber 9 was unanimously approved by 
roll call vote. 

FISCAL MA.TTERS ~ 

24. U.S. C. STUDIES OF TQRRA.NCE. 

RECOMMENDATION OF PL.~rUNG DIRECTOR: 
We realize that during these studies certain expenses have been 
incurred which need to be paid if such programs are to continue 
to be of valuable aid to the City. Therefore 0 . ~n order to assist 
the Department of Architecture in their expenditures related to 
Torrance 0 we recommend the sum of $1~863.95 be appropriated to 
help meet their expenses. We feel that the information we have 
obtained from the reports could. not be acquired at anywhere near 
this minimal cost by either gathering it ourselves-or hiring it 
done 0 and we must obtain a great de.al of the information in the 
General Plan Program. 

Therefore, we HECOMrtl~ND that the City Council appropriate the 
entire sum($1863.95)itemi.zed·on s~ject_' letter from the Department 
~f Architecture, and in doing so we extend our appreciation to 
the students and department for their interest and enthusiasm 
in studying Torrance and encourage future studies in Torrance. 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarrotta moved tc concur with the above 
recommendation of the Planning Director. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Armstrong, and roll call vote was ui-1anirnously favorable. 
A "Yes" vote was recorded by Councilman Brewster: on confirmation by 
Planning Director Shartle that useful, concrete information which will 
be of value to the Planni~g Department will result. 
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P}\ 1· ': ... 1\...ND REC'HEATION: 

25. RESOLUTIONS re: (1) Contract with Universitv of California 
Extension Media Center; and (2) the contract agreements with 
the musicians. 

RECOMMENDATION OF PARK A.!.."\JD RECREATION DIRECTOR: 
That Council pass the subject resolutions,, andF further, approve 
an exp~nditure of $586.50 from the Department Account #2312 for 
the purpose of producing an internegative. 

RESOLUTION NO. 72-136 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRA__"f'iJCE l\UTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE 

.MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST 
THAT CERTAIN AGREEMENT ·BY AND BETWEEN THE 
CITY OF TORRlL"l'iJCE AND 'THE UNIVERSITY OF 
CALIFORNIA EXTENSION MEDI.Z.\ CENTER. 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarrotta moved to concur with the above -----
recom..mendation of the Park and Recreation Director 0 and for the adoption 
of Resolution No. 72-136. His motion was seconded by Councilman Brewster 0 

and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

RESOLUTION NO. 72"-137 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE 

MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE ~.ND ATTEST 
THAT CERTAIN AGREE_rll'..ENT BY AND BETWEEN THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AND THE MUSICAL COMPOSERS 
OF SONGS USED IN TF..E CITY FILM "THAT'S "WHAT 

LIVINGtS ABOUT." 

Councilman Armstrong moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 72-137. 
His motion was seconded by Councilman Brewster, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorableo 

# # # 

At 8:35 P.M. Councilman Sciarretta moved to recess as the City 
Council, and reconvene as the Redevelopment Agency. His ·motion was 
seconded by Councilman Armstrong, and roll call vote was unanimously 
favorable. A 10-minute recess followed at 8;45 P.M. 

# # # 

TP.l>-..NS IT SYSTEM.: 

26. TORHANCE BEACH SHUT'l'LE BUS SYSTEM. 

RECOY1MENDliTION OF TRANSPORTJl.TION CO.MlvlITTEE: 
1. The complete subject of establishing a ne1.·V' route during 

the su.rnrner which will connect the five high school parking 
lots with Torrance Beach should be referred to the Youth 
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Commission for exploration of the feasibility of SD:ch a 
route and obtaining commitments to use such a route fJ::-om 
the youth of the corrununity. 

2. Tha_t the Riviera line be. extended as soon as possible to 
the Torrance Beach parking lot by shortening the existing 
route and adding- two trips on Saturdays and two trips on 
Sundays at an estimated cost of $350 for the su.."'Tuner season~ 

approximately July 15 to September 15. 

3 . That the Youth Conunission, through the Youth Council, 
determine the best schedule for.the Saturday' and Sunday 
trips. 

4 . That Torrance residents under the ag·e of 18 -be allowed a 
round trip to Torrance Beach for half fare. 

The Comrni ttee felt that the two trips on Saturday and S1.mday 
during the sum.mer would act as a "trial run" for the possible 
new route next year. 

It is, therefore, RECOMMENDED that the Council concur 'ivith 
the above and direct the Staff to implement same. 

Councilman Surber elaborated on the Transportation Committee's 
findings 0 and then .MOVED to concur with the above recominendation of the 
Committee. His motion was seconded by Councilman Uerkwitz 8 and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

Mayor Miller stated that his "yes" vote is v1ith the idea that he 
would like to investigate the potential of what is proposed --- hov.rever, 
the Mayor-noted that there is p~ftaing consideration of reducing bus 
services, "and that a report will be· forthcoming from the City Manager, 
per the request at budget time 0 as to \'lhat -woul?- take place were the 
bus lines phased out over a period of three years. Therefore, such a 
report must be part of the subject consideration -- r.egardless of its 
merit, the cost must still be acknowledged. 

MATTERS NOT OTHERWISE CLASSIFIED: . 

27. CITY COill'~CIL STANDING COMMITTEES: 

In line ~ith the established selection procedures,_ the Standing 
Committees evolved as follows: 

Civil Service Committee: 
Chairman: James Armstrong 
Member: Ross Sciarrotta 
Member: Donald Wilson 

Finance Cornmi ttee:: 
Chairman: Ross Sciarrotta 
Member: George-Surber 
Member: William Uerkwitz 
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Parks. Recreation and Co~nunitv Development: 
Chairman: Donald Wilson 
Mernbe::r: James Armstrong 
Member: George Bre1.·•ster 

Police. Fire and Public Safety : 
Chairman: William Uerkwitz 
Member: 
Member: 

Public Works: 

James Armstrong 
George Surber 

Chairman: George Brewster 
Member: Ross Sciarretta 
Member: Donald Wilson 

Transportation: 
Chairman: George Surber · · 
Member: George Brewster 
Member: William Uerkwitz 

Mayor Miller requested that the finalized tabulation be returned 
to the July 18th agenda. 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS: 

28 . ORDINANCE changing the nru~e of the Youth Welfare Commission to 
Youth Commission. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2337 

AN ORDINlLT\J'CE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TOR.RANCE REPEALING SECTION 13. 8. 1 OF THE 
TORRANCE .MUNICIPAL CODE AND SUBSTITUTING A 
NEW SECTION 13. 8 .1 THEREFOR CHANGING THE NA..\1E 
OF THE YOUTH WELFJl.RE CO!v'il'VlISSION TO YOUTH 

COMMISSION. 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved for the approval of Ordinance No. 2337 at 
its first reading. His motion 0 seconded by Councilman Armstrong, was 
unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

SECOND READING ORDINA....T\J'CES : 

29. ORDINANCE NO . 2335. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2335 . 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TOREANCE REPEJl.LING P.RTICLE 9 TO CHAPTER 
1, DIVISION 6 OF 1'f<:E TORRANCE MUl'UCIPAI.1 CODE 
ABOLISHING TRUCK ROUTES AND ADDING A NEW 
ARTICLE 9 ESTABLISHING REVISED TRUCK ROUTES. 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved for the a_doption of Ordinance No. 2335 at 
its second and final reading. The motion was secondad by Councilman 
Surber; roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 
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ROUTINE 1-'ll\.TTERS: .. 
30. EXPENDITURES OVER $ 300: 

RECOMMENDATION OF FINANCE DrRECTOR: 
That Council approve the followir.g purchases: 

A. BUDGETED ITEMS: 

1. $5 76. 45 to IBM for one only IBM Selectric type"i.vri ter as 
requested by the City Clerk's Office as a replacement. 

2 . $895.99 to 3M Business Prod~cts Sales, Inc. for 36 qts. 
of printer fluid and 24 rolls of microfilm paper as 
requested for the reader-printer at the Civic Center 
Library. 

3. $495.00 to Library of Congress ·for one only annual sub
scription for Library of Congress proofsheets as +equested 
by the City Librarian. 

4. $728.60 to Pa~c-Son 1 Inc. for six water gate valves as 
requested by the Water Department for stock. 

5 . $492.42 to Eds Fence Company for all materials, parts 
and labcr for construction of one only 24-foot rolling 
gate as requested by the Airport Manager. 

6 . $866. 25 to Minnesota Mining and Manufac.turing for 75 reels 
of data processing tape as requested by.the Data Processing 
Department for use in their systems operations. 

7. $4237.50 to Charles Bruning Company for one only Bruning 
#860 Di.azo-Printer as requested by the Engineering Dept. 
as a replacement. 

8 . $586.50 to Herbert L. Strock for one only internegative of 
the film "That's What Living's About" as re.quested by the 
Recreation Department as part of.the contract with the 
University of California Extension Media Center. 

B. REIMBURSABLE ITEMS: 

9 . $2528. 25 to He~csey Products for one each 3" and 6" Hersey 
water meter~ as requested by the Water Department for 
installation at the Psychiatric Center on Lomita Boulevard. 
Payment has already been received for this installation. 

10. $1457.40 to Hersey Products for one only 10" Hersey water 
meter as requested by the Water Department ·for installation 
at the new Old Tov.m Mallo Payment for this service is in 
process to the City. 

11. $5011.00 to Dependable Trophy of Torrance for an annua1 
contract to supply trophies as requested by the Recreation 
Department for use and distribution for all sports progra.rns. 
The City is reiIJ.lbursed for this e~penditure via participation 
fees co] !.ected from member teams ~. nd individuals. 
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3J ., AWARD OF CONTR..Z\CT - Sanitary Sewers in 236th Place E/O Arlington 
Avenue and Ainie Avenue. N/O 182nd Street. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER: 
That the contract be awarded to G.W. Shore Construction Company, 
and the other bid be rejected. 

This project is financed by $7,200.00 appropriated from the Sewer 
Revolving Fund on June 13, 1972. 

32. TIME EXTENSION - Tract No. ,21484 
Subdivider: .city of Torrance Redevelopment Agency 
No. of Lots: 33 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY ENGINEER: 
That a time extension of one year be granted. 

33. EXCUSED ABSENCE. 

REQUEST OF TORRA...-r\TCE BEAUTIFUL COI•TI-IISSI01'l'"ER SCIARROTTA: 
That her absence from July and August Commission meetings be 
excused as she will be traveling in Europe. 

34 0 CLAU~ of John Astlund for property damages. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY CLERK~ 
That the above claim be DENIED because it was not timely filed 
within the lOO~day limitation. 

35. CLAIM of Jack K. Hurst for property damage. 

36. CLAIM of Flora H. Shetler for property and personal damages. 

37. CLAIM of Carrie Wilbur for personal damages. 

RECOMMENDATION OF CITY CLERK ON ITEMS 35, 36 r and 37: 
That the above claims be DENIED and referred to the City 
Attorney. 

MOTION: Councilman Sciarrotta moved to concur'with the recom
mendations on agenda items #30~ 31, 32 0 33, 34 0 3?, 36, and #37. His 
motionu seconded by Councilman Brewster~ was unanimously a£proved by 
roll call vote. 

ADDENDUM ITEM: 

38. AINSWO RTH PO\\TER POLES - PlJBLIC ·UTILITIES COM.11.iISSION RULING. 

RECOMP£NDATION OF CITY ATTORNEY: 
1. That the Council direct the City Attorney to request a 

rehearing by the Public Utilities Commission,;JJ.hd, if that 
is denied to appeal the Commission's order to the Supreme 
Court of the State of · Califo~n~a. 

2. That the Council appropriate a sum not to exceed $2,500 to 
be paid to .the law firm of Overton, Lyman, & Prince 
for legal services in prosecuting an appeal. 
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3 . That the Council permit the City Attorney and the City Manager, 

acting jointly, to negotiate a mutually satisfactory resolution 
of this problem with the Edison Company. 

Councilman Wilson indicated his concurrence with the City Attorney 
that PUC's'otder is based upon strange findings of fact. 

The tremendous impact of this decisio~ not only on the affected 
streets but throughout the cornmunity of Torrance, was pointed out by 
Mayor Miller in viev.r of the addition2l power poles proposed for the City 
in the 235th and Crenshaw vicinity -- a.decision allowing 100-ft. poles 
(towers) to be established on res~dential 9treets make~ everyone at the 

mercy of what may happen in the future. Such poles represent a catastrophe 
to the Mayor; there is no way to back off this fight in view of the guide
lines that will be established -- the future welfare of the conununity is 
at stakep and a firm position must be takeno 

Noted by City Treasurer Rupert wa~·the fact that the Governor is 
the appointing authority for the PUC:-- he recommended that his office be 
made aware of this problemo Concurrence i.jas indicated by the Council 
who deemed this a very good point. 

Inevitable undergrounding of utilities by these companies was 
predicted by Councilman Sciarrotta -- the expense of putting these poles 
upe in any area 0 will only be money down the drain; undergrounding should 
start nowo 

Councilman Armstrong would concur·that the decision must be fought, 
and noted his long concern about the fact that this is a public utility, 
but that it is also a private corporation with un~imited, unrestLained 
authority to place a pole, run a wire anyplace, an'ywheree anytimep without 
asking anyone's permission by terms of an ancient franchise. "That much 
power is too much power q" per pun by Councilman P.rmstrong. 

MOTION: Councilman Wilson moved that the Council concur with the 
above reco:rnn'.endations of the City Attorney; further! that a cormnunication 
go forward to Governor Reagan 1 as recormnended by Mr o Rupert. The motion 
was seconded by Mayor Miller. 

Discussion from the audience was invited by Mayor·Miller at this 
point. 

Mro John Mulvihill requested, on behalf of the residents of North 
Torrance, that the City Council reaffirm its position that the 10-story 
power poles and the 220,000 volts belong on the Edison Conpany right~of
way adjacent to the revised route recently' proposed by the Public 
Utilities Com...~ission. Further, Mr. Mulvihill requested that the Public 
Utilities Commission and the Edison Company be notified that Torrance 
parks are utilized for park purposes and not as conduit for 220,000 volts, 
always previously located on Edison-ovmed rights-of-way properly zoned 
for this purpose. 

Continuing~ Mr. Mulvihill obser.ved · that the Edison right-·of-·way 
constitutes the shortest route through NoTth Torrance; that even the 
Public Utilities Corrmission's estimates on the relocation of the right
of-way are feasiblea and the costs are not excessive and do not destroy 
the character of a. residential neighborhood with an M.-2 use. by Edison. 
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It is further requestedc according to Mr. Mulvihill, that the City 
prc:·,,'(~d with legal steps to obtain relief from the Public Uti1i ties 
Comrni ssion decision ~- the residents are very appreciative to the Council 
for past support, and earnestly request that the foregoing actions be 
taken in order that R-1 zones will be preserved and that protection from 
Edison and PUC will be afforded Torrance residents. 

Mrs. Eriel C. Hilton, bi.filer of 14 units at 3711 Artesia Boulevard., 
pointed out the proximity of the many apartment developments in this area 
to the proposed power poles, and requested that the Council instruct the 
City Attorney not to comply with the conch.T's~ns of the•PUC. Mrs~ Hiltcn 
then reported on her· personal corruimnicatio'ii1~/f_Ee PUC' s Electrical Specialist 
Engineer and her receipt of a copy of the Ituc decision, a decision which 
she found extremely shockinge per excerpts quoted by her. 

It was further stated by Mrs. Hilton. that the su.bject case is a test 
case ri.ct ohly for Terrance but for the State of California and likely the 
United States -- the Council must stand staunchly in this matter, minus 
compromise, and demand undergroundingc or use of Edison' s . . ovm rigbt-of-:-way. 

Mayor Miller stated that this Council is on record indicating the 
direction that the Edison Company use its right-of-·ways ·for such poles -
this direction was reaffirmed at this time. 

Roll call vote on Councilman Wilson's motion was unanimously 
favorable. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

39. City Manager Ferraro requested Council permission to hold the 
joint City Council/School Board meeting of July 19th in the Civic Center 
Library Meeting Room, in the interest of seating arrar..gements. 
Councilman Wilson so MOVED~ the motion was seconded by Councilman 
Sciarrotta; roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

40c Councilman Armstrong commended the Recreation Department and all 
those invclved in the most successf"~l July 4th picnic at Torrance Park. 

41. A prepared oral communication re: New Avenues fi;::ir Citizen Participa
tion was presented by Councilman Armstrong 0 as follows: 

"The problems of communication and of providing opportunities for · 
meaningful involvement of the citizenry are always with us. In the ·1ong 
view, rlo search for solution is more challenging than this. 

"I am persuaded that despite our constructive efforts and concern, 
despite the dedication and commitment of our career people, despite our 
justifiable claims to success in the past, ·we have only scratched the 
surface in our efforts to establish opportunities for significant citizen 
participation. But that really means we must keep trying to find new ways 
to provide cpportuni ties for involveme!"-it if we are to keep in toiJ_ch 1,vi th all 
the people of our community. I think we should begin ar.ew \<Tith our young 
people 0 our newest cit_izens, our richest·community resource. 
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"I propose that \vorking· with the appropriate Schoel District 
officials,. \·J'e invite the establishment of a St'~dent Community Cc~mcil 
on every high school campus. Membersl:.ip on each Council wculd be 
limited to students. Methods of election tc the Councils would be 
determined by each student body "following certain guidelines we would 
propose. For example, one of the guidelines should be that every 
attempt be made to provide representation from a cross·-sectio:!'.1 of the 
student bcdy -- perhaps 16 students, or 4 frcm each grade level, from 
all corners of the local attendance area" from a variety of campus groups, 
ar.d so on. 

''The establishment of the Comrrr:.::.:r:i ty Ccur:cil wc-u.ld ha\/e several 
cbjectives! includir:g, b~t not limited to: first, moving the hig·h school 
campus and its st~der~t community o:.:.t. cf isolation to m·ake them tr"...1ly part 
cf their Eeighborhood; second" providing opportunities for our young people 
to work effectively in the commu:nity 2 to have some significant civic role 
to playr and providing opport-i.:mi ties for our young citizens to learn that 
chief amcr.g the respcr.sibili ties of citizenship is the citizen's obligation 
to be a g·ocd neighbor" 

"Each Ccmm<:.r:ity co· .. mcil sho:lld be in~J'ited to adopt a community 
project of their own choosing,. For example~ the students at West High 
might elect to man the recycliLg center er to bea'.J.tify the north side 
cf Del Amo Bcw.levard !:;etween Henrietta ar.dAnzao The students at North· 
Eigh might elect to beautify the odd bits cf vacant land left by the 
freeway overpasses, and so en. 

"Comrnur..ity cc·:.::.ricil sho·J.ld be invited to send represe::J.tatives to 
civic., service and hcrnEcvvner grcups within their areas to provide op~ 
port.unities fer ccrnm·:lr;.ication between the campus community and its 
neig .. rJ;ors ~ and by ccmrrn.:mication; of co:.:rse 0 I mean the exchange of ideas 
with ~nderstanding. 

;, I believe the wc:ck of the campus Corru:nuni ty Cc';lncils should be 
coordinated_ by o·:.:.r cwn Ym;.th co~.rn.cile I have discussed that possibility 
infcrmally with some members of that grocJp ar~d found them eager to 
participate. 

"Finally. in addition to Com.'Tluni ty Co~.;"'.ncil representatives attend~ 
ing meetirigs of such Commissicns as Planning and Torrance Beautifulc I 

wo-u.ld hcpe that each campus group would serid represer .. tatives to meet on a 
regular basis with our own Council Environmental Committee as has been 
suggested by Councilman Sciarretta on an earlier occasion. 

"What I have proposed here tonight then is ct bare outline designated 
to illustrate a new facet of youth involyement and to solicit your approval 
and support. I believe that the details of the program should be developed 
by an ad hoc committee which would include ·representatives of the City 
Council, Park and Recreation Commission" Youth Commission 0 Youth Councilo 
Recreation Department and the several student body governments. I would 
gladly serve on this committee. 

"It seems to me we must take this step now if our commitment as a 
City Council, as an experienced old~r citizenry, to the youth of our com
munityo is to be more than mockery. 
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''Your honor, I ask for endors~ent of this ccncept by you and the 
Council, and that Staff be directed to contact the groups named above to 
invite representatives to begin planning now, for full implementation of 
the program in the Fall. We must make room for our young people to be 
an important part of what Torrance. is, what it does, and what it will be." 

Concurrence with the above, and a recommendation that the Citizens 1 

Advisory Committee likewise become involvedr was expressed by Councilman 
Wilso~:r\d It was the consensus of the Council that this point was well 
taken,/that the overall concept had considerable merit -- Mayor Miller 
requested that Councilman Armstrong serve -as liaison il). this matter. 

42. A communication from the Department of General Services, Mr. Lawrenc 
Robir.so1~r inq'-liring if they might assist the City in reducing purchasing 
costs for material and equipment was referred to Staff for reply by 
Cou~cilman Sciarretta. 

43. Councilman Uerkwitz corrunented as follows: 

"Proposition 9 on the StateTdide General Election to be held next 
Novern..Der is the so~called 'Watson A.iuendment' -- if it is approved by the 
voters, this Watson Arnendment will put a ceiling on taxes v.;hich may be 
imposed by all governmental jurisdictions on any property in the State 
commencing- July 1, 1969 =~ it will also phase out property taxes over a 
5-year period as a source of financing people=related services, particularly 
education and welfare. 

nene of the basic reasons given for the_circulation of the initiative 
measure by the proponents is that it will give muc:::h needed tax relief tc 
the senior citizens. Proposition 9 will provide tax ceilings on all 
property: not just the homes of senior citizens, but if Proposition 9 
fails, there will still be a need for tax relief for senior citizens. . ' 

It is unnecessary to cite the statistics which show that the average 
person over 65 cannot afford to pay taxes on his home in an urban area. 
T.his is a matter of common knowledge. The great majority of our senior. 
citizens are living on their meager Social Security payments, supplemented 
by help from their children or relatives; some have small retirement 
incomes. 

"To illustrate the difficulty, a modest home in Torrance 0 or 
elsewhere in the metropolitan area 6 may have a market value of $25,000, 
an assessed value of $6,250.; the average tax rate now is approximately 
$12.00 for eacl:i $100 assessed valuation -- the property taxes on this 
home would be $760.00 per year. 

"The City Council is unable to provide tax relief for senior citizen 
because the determination of what property is to be taxed is made· per~ th_e_ 
Const:.itutibn.of California and the laws enacted by the Legislature. All 
the Council can do legally is to set the.tax rate .each year to raise the -. 
City's share of property taxes-~ it cannot determine·which properties will 
be exempted in ·whole or in part~ from the property tax levy. 

"However, the City Council ca.ri take the lead in attempting to secure 
tax relief for Senior Citizens by requesting the California legislature . to 
pass laws which will provide an exemption for the homes of Senior Citizens, 
and, if necessary,, to place enabling Constitutional amendments on the 
ballot for approval by the people." 
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Councilman Uerkwitz thereupon .MOVE'.Q that the City Attorney be 
in ' : :: ucted to prepare . µ resolution for Council adoption requesting that 
in the event Proposition 9 fails that the Le9islature enact a law 
providing such an exemption for the homes of Senior Citizens. 

Legislative Advocate Rupert recommended that this mattei~ be 
referred to the Legislative LiaisoD Cormnittc.e for consideration as one 
of the legislative goals for 1973. Mr. Rupert pointed out tho.t, in any 
event, it would not be possible to proceed before January, 1973. 
Councilman Uerkwitz indicated concurrence ·wi_th such referral; there were 
no objections, and it was so ordered . . 
44. Councilman Armstrong advised that he must necessarily be out of 
town on July 18th, hence his absence from the Council meeting that date. 

45. :,1r. George Haddad_, president, · Flighttime School of Aviation, 
indicated his desire to pretest Torrance Airport policies and procedures. 
It was ascertained that his objections were based on an agenda item 
before the Airport Co:mmission on July 14th -- Mayor Miller thereupon 
directed that Mr. Haddad's matter be referred to the Airport Commission, 
to be considered under oral communications, if necessary. 

46c An eloquent plea. that Council reconsider the closing of the Post 
Avenue Branch Library -~ accompanied by a l?etition bearing some 542 
signatures asking that this library remain open -- was presented by 
Mrs. Donna Leonard, 1521 Cota Avenue. 

Library Corrmission Chai~man John Mosley described the many efforts 
made to revitalize and stimulate circulation and use of the Post Avenue 
Branch, without success. 

Council discussion ensued -~ with re-review of the Post Avenue 
statistics, as pre5anted at the budget sessions. 

It was, however, ::the ove:;:-all consensus, regretfully, that the 
continued operation of this branch library was not feasible. 

No action to reconsider its earlier action was taken by the 
Council. 

# # # 

At 10:35 P.M. Councilman Uerkwitz moved to recess for the purpose 
of an Executive Session to discuss salaries and working conditions. The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Sciarretta, and roll call vote was 
unanimously favorable. Mayor Miller announced that the Council "Y7ould 
return to adjourn, but that no further business would be conducted. 

Formal adjournment was at 11:40 P.M. 

# 

Ava Cripe 
Minute Secretary 

# # 
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