September 8, 2010
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CABLE TELEVISION ADVISORY BOARD.

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER:


The Torrance Cable Television Advisory Board convened in a regular meeting on Wednesday, 
September 8 2010, at 7:06 p.m. in the Multipurpose Room located in the Stanley E. Remelmeyer Telecommunications Center. 

2. ROLL CALL:

Present:
Commissioners:  Barnard, Carlson, Nishinaga, Ozenne, Perkins, and Chairwoman Haussmann
Also Present:
Cindy Hibbard, Secretary

Don Fefie, TCtv Coordinator


Michael D. Smith, Cable & Community Relations Manager

Excused:
Sunshine
Absent:
None
3. FLAG SALUTE:

Chairwoman Haussmann invited newly appointed Commissioner Ozenne to lead the salute to the flag of the United States of America.

4. MOTION TO ACCEPT AND FILE REPORT ON POSTING OF AGENDA:

MOTION:
Commissioner Nishinaga moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on posting of the agenda for this meeting.  This motion seconded by Commissioner 
Carlson, carried with an aye vote.

5. ANNOUNCEMENT OF WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS - NONE
6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A) July 14, 2010
MOTION:
Commissioner Carlson moved to approve the minutes of July 14, 2010.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Barnard, Commissioner Ozenne abstaining, motion carried with an aye vote.

7. SCHEDULED BUSINESS:
A) Community Matters – NONE
6
B) Committee Reports
1) Operating Policies and Procedures – NONE
2) 19th Annual TCtv Video Programming Awards - NONE

C) Report of the Community Television Center 

(1) July, 2010 – Coordinator Fefie highlighted 19 new programs were completed with 09 programs bicycled.  He also noted studio usage was significantly down over the previous year to 29% compared to 04%; field camera check-outs remains low 19% compared with 13% in 2009.  Post-production usage was 83% compared to 46% in 2009.  01 “It’s Your TV Brochures” were mailed.  01 guest attended News Users Orientation, 01 graduated.  05 Producers attended the New Tricaster Studio Seminar. 09 Users enrolled in the Studio Production Workshop, 06 graduated.  01 Users took the Studio Waiver Exam and, 01 passed.
Brief discussion followed.

MOTION:
Commissioner Carlson moved to accept the Torrance Community Television Center Report for July 2010.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Barnard, motion carried with aye vote.

2) August, 2010 – Coordinator Fefie highlighted 15 new programs were completed with 10 programs bicycled.  He also noted studio usage was doubled over the previous year to 25% compared to 12%; field camera check-outs also improved 20% compared with 15% in 2009.  Post-production usage was 53% compared to 47% in 2009.  01 New User graduated through “It’s Your TV Brochure”.  01 guest attended News Users Orientation, 01 graduated. 22 Producers attended the New Tricaster Studio Seminar.  26 guests attended the monthly Producer Get-Together Annual Back to TCtv BBQ. 20 Torrance Sister City Association guests received a tour of TCtv.
Brief discussion followed.

MOTION:
Commissioner Perkins moved to accept the Torrance Community Television Center Report for August 2010.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Carlson, motion carried with aye vote.

D) Report of Legislative and Cable Related Activities

Manager Smith The Disney/ABC Television Group and its Walt Disney Co. sibling ESPN finalized their retransmission consent and cable carriage deal with Time Warner Cable without any of the popular channels fading to black on the cable system.
Time Warner Cable more than doubled its fee for an unlisted number to a whopping $1.99 a month, or nearly $24 a year. Verizon Communications charges $1.75 a month not to list your name in its phone book and not to give your number to people who call directory assistance. AT&T charges $1.25 monthly not to provide these services.
Reaction was swift and mixed to the Federal Communications Commission's release of a request for further comment on its proposed codification and expansion of network neutrality guidelines. The commission said there was growing agreement, or at least a "narrowing of disagreement" on the majority of its proposals, but that two sticky issues remained that needed more vetting: applying them to mobile broadband and allowing specialized services.
Verizon FIOS subscribers will get to play with several new multi-platform video applications over the next year, including an iPad app that will allow subscribers to stream live cable network feeds to the Apple tablets.

Comcast has released the results of its second annual “TV Pulse Survey,” indicating 62 percent of consumers have watched prime-time TV series through technologies that include VOD, DVR and the Internet. 

Brief discussion followed.

MOTION:
Commissioner Perkins moved to accept the Report of Legislative and Cable Related Activities for July 2010.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Nishinaga, motion carried with aye vote.

E) Old Business - NONE
F) New Business 
1) A recommendation from the Cable & Community Relations Manager that the Commission review the Post-Production System Options Report, discuss the options and make a recommendation to staff.

At the request of the Commission, staff made a presentation on the post-production options available at TCtv and potential options that might make it easier to edit programs.
TCtv staff performed a comparison test between four (4) post-production products with a varying price range.  Staff found that editing is a process regardless of system or price. The interface between the 4 systems evaluated may look different, but performs essentially the same. In terms of creativity, the higher end products had more flexibility. Rendering is comparable on each system except it’s not required on AVID. Editing on all formats proved to be faster than AVID 3, but with the upgrade to AVID 5 the playing field will be equal.
Chairwoman Haussmann invited guest and former Commission Chair and current TCtv Producer, Bob Diaz to provide his presentation.  Mr. Diaz shared his perspective noting he looked at the post production options from using hardware vs. staff’s review of software.  Mr. Diaz shared his compassion of three models, varying in price and performance.  ATTACHED  His suggestion was to consider a Casablanca or Edirol (TCtv currently employs this product for recording and minor editing purposes).  

Extended discussion followed by Commissioners, guests, and staff.  The discussion ended without conclusion and was requested to be continued until the next meeting to
MOTION:
Commissioner Perkins moved to continue Item F.1. to October 13, 2010.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Nishinaga, motion carried with aye vote.

8. ADDENDUM MATTERS - NONE

9. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS:

A) Commissioner Barnard requested without objection from the Commission that a presentation be made providing an overview of what is the function and purpose of TCtv and what are the roles of staff.

B) Commissioner Barnard requested without objection from the Commission that staff bring back the items suggested to the City Council during their consideration of limited the number of Commissions.
C) Commissioner Barnard mentioned her recent trip to New Mexico and the Mimbres River.

D) Commissioner Nishinaga mentioned his recent trip to Sweden and Scotland.  He had the opportunity to go to St. Andrews, the birthplace of golf during the Open tournament.

E) Commissioner Ozenne noted this was his first meeting and that he found the content interesting.

F) Commissioner Perkins welcomed Commissioner Ozenne to the Commission and she also offered her condolences to Commissioner Sunshine and his family on the loss of his father.

G) Commissioner Haussmann thanked Bob Diaz for attending the meeting and sharing his views.
9. ADJOURNMENT:

Chairwoman Haussmann adjourned the meeting of September 8, 2010, 8:36 p.m. to reconvene on Wednesday, October 13, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,


Michael D. Smith


Cable & Community Relations Manager
Roll Call:
Barnard 
Carlson 
Nishinaga 
Ozenne 
Perkins 
Sunshine 
Haussmann 






