Amended 07/08/09

June 10, 2009
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CABLE TELEVISION ADVISORY BOARD.

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER:


The Torrance Cable Television Advisory Board convened in a regular meeting on Wednesday, 
June 10, 2009, at 7:07 p.m. in the Torrance Community Television Multipurpose Room located in the Stanley E. Remelmeyer Telecommunications Center. 

2. ROLL CALL:

Present:
Commissioners:  Barnard, Carlson, Haussmann, Korman, Nishinaga, Perkins, and Chairman Sunshine

Also Present:
Cindy Hibbard, Secretary

Don Fefie, TCtv Coordinator


Michael D. Smith, Cable & Community Relations Manager

Excused:
None   
Absent:
None
3. FLAG SALUTE:


Commissioner Sunshine led the salute to the flag.

4. MOTION TO ACCEPT AND FILE REPORT ON POSTING OF AGENDA:

MOTION:
Commissioner Nishinaga moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on posting of the agenda for this meeting.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Carlson, carried with an aye vote.

5. ANNOUNCEMENT OF WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS - NONE

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A) March 11, 2009

MOTION:
Commissioner Carlson moved to approve the minutes of March 11, 2009.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Barnard, motion carried with an aye vote.

7. SCHEDULED BUSINESS:
A) Community Matters – NONE
6
B) Committee Reports – NONE
C) Report of the Community Television Center 

1) March, 2009 – Coordinator Fefie highlighted 15 new programs were completed with 16 programs bicycled.  He also noted studio usage was down over the previous year to 33% compared to 46%; field camera check-outs were also low 38% compared with 66% in 2008.  Post-production usage was up to 59% compared to 42% in 2008.  There were 01 multi-camera field productions, compared to 02 in the previous year.  "It’s Your TV Brochures" were mailed to 05, with no graduates.  03 Users enrolled and graduated from Field and Post-Production Workshop.  Staff provided a tour for Cub Scouts 851 Den 6, 27 attendees. 

Brief discussion followed.

MOTION:
Commissioner Carlson moved to accept the Torrance Community Television Center Report for March 2009.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Korman, motion carried with aye vote.

2) April, 2009 – Coordinator Fefie highlighted 16 new programs were completed with 26 programs bicycled.  He also noted studio usage was down over the previous year to 23% compared to 43%; field camera check-outs were also low 19% compared with 45% in 2008.  Post-production usage was up to 43% compared to 36% in 2008.  There were none multi-camera field productions, compared to 02 in the previous year.  "It’s Your TV Brochures" were mailed to 02, with 01 graduate.  04 Users enrolled and graduated from Pre-Production Planning Workshops.  08 Users enrolled and graduated from Studio Production Workshop.  Staff provided a tour for Cub Scout Pack 863, Tiger Den, 16 attendees and Cub Scout Pack 1064, Den 1, 18 attendees. 

Brief discussion followed.

MOTION:
Commissioner Carlson moved to accept the Torrance Community Television Center Report for April 2009.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Perkins, motion carried with aye vote.

3) May, 2009 – Coordinator Fefie highlighted 16 new programs were completed with 10 programs bicycled.  He also noted studio usage was up over the previous year to 23% compared to 26%; field camera check-outs were also low 19% compared with 45% in 2008.  Post-production usage was down to 49% compared to 52% in 2008.  There were 01 multi-camera field productions, compared to 01 in the previous year.  03 "It’s Your TV Brochures" were mailed, with 02 graduates.  04 Users enrolled in Field and Post-Production Workshops, 03 graduated.  04 Users enrolled and graduated from Pre-Production Workshop.   Staff provided a tour for Cub Scout Pack 658, 28 attendees and Cub Scout Pack 555, Tiger Cub Den 5, 14 attendees. 

Brief discussion followed.

MOTION:
Commissioner Carlson moved to accept the Torrance Community Television Center Report for May 2009.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Nishinaga, motion carried with aye vote.

D) Report of Legislative and Cable Related Activities

Manager Smith reported Time Warner said that it would file for divorce in one of the most ill-fated marriages in the history of the media and technology business, its 2001 merger with AOL. 
Cable TV providers cannot have exclusive rights to provide service in apartment buildings that they wire, a federal appeals court ruled.  The decision by the Court of Appeals in Washington upholds a Federal Communications Commission ruling that banned the exclusive agreements as anti-competitive. 
The cable industry was praised and pilloried at the FCC DTV transition update meeting.  The praise came for its cooperation with broadcasters to help make educate viewers about the switch and its coordination with broadcasters on technical issues--like making sure the cable headend can still get the TV signal. 
As cable companies transition to super-fast broadband speeds provided by DOCSIS 3.0, they’re also considering how they can move from providing analog and digital channels via radio frequency the way they do today, and instead transition to an on-demand IPTV model that could offer them more flexibility with their programming options. For consumers, this could mean more channels and even personalized content delivered to their PCs and television, on demand. 
Despite the strained economy, AT&T posted a net increase of 284,000 subscribers for its U-verse TV service, to stand at 1.329 million video subscribers at the end of March. 
Looking to strike while the iron is hot, Verizon wrote the Federal Communications Commission's commissioners renewing its call for action to "prevent cable incumbents from denying competitive video providers access to cable-affiliated regional sports networks." 
President Obama said that the government was going to start treating the nation's digital infrastructure, broadband networks and computers as strategic national assets that should be "open and free."

Brief discussion followed.

MOTION:
Commissioner Korman moved to accept the Report of Legislative and Cable Related Activities for May 2009.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Carlson, motion carried with aye vote.

E) Old Business - NONE

F) New Business – 

1) A recommendation from the Cable & Community Relations Manager that the Chairperson appoints new members to the 18th Annual TCtv Video Programming Awards Committee and appoints a new chairperson.
Brief discussion followed.

APPOINTMENT:
Chairman Sunshine appointed Commissioners Korman and Perkins the Committee and Commissioner Sunshine as Chairman.  

MOTION:
Commissioner Nishinaga moved to support the appointments, this motion, seconded by Commissioner Haussmann, carried with an aye vote.

2) A recommendation from the Cable & Community Relations Manager that the Cable Television Advisory Board elect a Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson for the fiscal year 2009/10.
Brief discussion followed.

MOTION:
Chairman Sunshine nominated Commissioner Barnard as Chairwoman, this motion was seconded by Commissioner Nishinaga, motion carried with an aye vote.  

MOTION:
Chairman Sunshine nominated Commissioner Haussmann as Vice Chairwoman, this motion was seconded by Commissioner Perkins, motion carried with an aye vote.  

8. ADDENDUM MATTERS - NONE

9. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS:

A) Secretary Hibbard wished everyone a happy First Day of Summer.

B) Coordinator Fefie requested the Operating Policies and Procedures Committee meet to discuss a possible change to the TCtv facility hours.

C) Manager Smith mentioned the City of Torrance is now on Twitter, a macro blogging site.  Twitter allows the city to publish announcements to anyone that “follows” the city.  If interested, follow the city at www.Twitter.com/TorranceCA.
D) Manager Smith also mentioned the city will change its domain name (URL) to www.TorranceCA.Gov effective July 1, 2009.  All city email address will also assume that domain, i.e., MSmith@TorranceCA.Gov.

E) Commissioner Barnard requested an excused absence on August 12, 2009.

F) Commissioner Barnard announced that Save Historic Old Torrance will have a five home tour on July 12.  For more information go to www.SaveHistoricOldTorrance.Com/ 

G) Commissioner Carlson wished all of the Dad’s Happy Father’s Day.

H) Commissioner Carlson mentioned he enjoyed the opportunity to attend the SCAN NATOA Inc. Spring Conference in Santa Monica last month.

I) Commissioner Carlson also commended Coordinator Fefie for teaching excellent seminars.

J) Commissioner Haussmann also enjoyed the opportunity to attend the SCAN NATOA Inc. Spring Conference in Santa Monica last month.  She extended thanks to the City for allowing her to go.  She also mentioned she enjoyed the luncheon entertainment with the Yo Yo professional.

K) Commissioner Korman thanked staff for covering the Torrance Symphony Concert on March 21, 2009
L) Commissioner Korman reminded staff of their request of coverage of the August 23, 2009 Concert in the Park .
M) Commissioner Korman also mentioned the Torrance Symphony fundraiser on June 13th at 8 p.m. with entertainment provided by the Fabulous Esquires Big Band in the Armstrong Theatre.
N) Commissioner Nishinaga mentioned also enjoyed the opportunity to attend the SCAN NATOA Inc. Spring Conference in Santa Monica last month.

O) Commissioner Nishinaga also mentioned he attended the Long Beach Grad Prix.

P) Commissioner Nishinaga also mentioned the city of Long Beach was considering work furloughs as a result of the downed economy.

Q) Commissioner Nishinaga mentioned he attended the Gathering of the Nation’s Indian Pow Wow in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
R) Commissioner Perkins also enjoyed the opportunity to attend the SCAN NATOA Inc. Spring Conference in Santa Monica last month.

9. ADJOURNMENT:

Chairman Sunshine adjourned the meeting of June 10, 2009, 7:46 p.m. to reconvene on Wednesday, July 8, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,


Michael D. Smith


Cable & Community Relations Manager
Roll Call:
Carlson 
Haussmann 
Korman 
Nishinaga 
Perkins 
Sunshine 
Barnard 






