AMENDED 04/13/11

March 9, 2011
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CABLE TELEVISION ADVISORY BOARD.

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER:


The Torrance Cable Television Advisory Board convened in a regular meeting on Wednesday, 
March 9, 2011, at 7:00 p.m. in the Multipurpose Room located in the Stanley E. Remelmeyer Telecommunications Center. 

2. ROLL CALL:

Present:
Commissioners:  Barnard (arrived 07:03 p.m.), Brennan, Frantz, Ozenne, Sunshine, and Chairwoman Haussmann
Also Present:
Cindy Hibbard, Secretary


Don Fefie, TCtv Coordinator
Michael D. Smith, Cable & Community Relations Manager

Excused:
Nishinaga
Absent:
NONE
3. FLAG SALUTE:

The salute to the flag of the United States of America was led by Commissioner Brennan.
4. MOTION TO ACCEPT AND FILE REPORT ON POSTING OF AGENDA:

MOTION:
Commissioner Brennan moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on posting of the agenda for this meeting.  This motion seconded by Commissioner 
Sunshine, carried with an aye vote.

5. ANNOUNCEMENT OF WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS - NONE
6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A) February 9, 2011
Item 7 C 2, strike 7C1, add 7C2
Item 7 C 2, strike 2009, add 2010

Item 7 E 1, strike Thursday, add Friday
6
MOTION:
Commissioner Sunshine moved to approve the minutes of February 9, 2011 as amended.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Frantz, motion carried with an aye vote.
7. SCHEDULED BUSINESS:

A) Community Matters – NONE

B) Committee Reports – NONE
C) Report of the Community Television Center 

1) February, 2011 – Coordinator Fefie highlighted 16 new programs were completed with 08 programs bicycled.  He also noted studio was used 25% compared to 54%; field camera check-outs remain low 10% as compared to than the previous year of 21%.  Post-production usage at 58% compared to 50% in 2010.  05 guests attended New Users Orientation, 02 graduated.  07 Users enrolled in Pre Production Planning Workshop, 07 graduated.  07 User enrolled in Field and Post Production Workshop, 07 graduated.  TCtv hosted Cub Scout Pack 718, Den 3 for a tour, 28 attended.
Brief discussion followed.

MOTION:
Commissioner Barnard moved to accept the Torrance Community Television Center Report for February 2011.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Brennan, motion carried with aye vote.

D) Report of Legislative and Cable Related Activities 
Manager Smith stated the City is continuing to look into Time Warner’s unilateral attempt to deduct revenue from the franchise fees in order to remit fees to the FCC.   The City has sent TWC a letter disagreeing with their action and requesting that they remit the full amount due to the City.

Manager Smith also summarized the following:  

House Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) said Sunday the house will act as early as March on a proposal to invalidate the FCC's network neutrality rules. He said the FCC has not been able to give Congress "a straight answer" to "explain the need for this intrusion."

Time Warner Cable is now offering Whole House DVR -- previously available only with the high-end SignatureHome bundle -- for East Coast customers as a standalone service starting at $19.99 per month.

Major cable operators gained 2.3 million net broadband subscribers in 2010 -- representing a 68% share of annual broadband additions -- but overall, the industry's growth rate cooled for the fourth year in a row, according to statistics compiled by Leichtman Research Group.

DirecTV blew away analysts fourth quarter subscriber growth expectations, adding 289,000 net new customers domestically during the period, double the growth of a year ago.

According to the FCC's just-released cable rate report, the average monthly price for expanded basic cable service was $52.97 in 2008. 

Verizon Wireless will unveil tiered mobile data pricing plans this summer but the company is still figuring out what exactly those pricing plans will entail. Verizon Communications CFO Fran Shammo told investors at the Morgan Stanley Technology, Media & Telecom conference that these upcoming tiered pricing plans could be based upon consumption or speed differentiation, or both. 
Brief discussion followed.

MOTION:
Commissioner Barnard moved to accept the Legislative and Cable Related Report for February 2011.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Frantz, motion carried with aye vote.

E) Old Business
1) A recommendation from the Cable & Community Relations Manager that the Commission review the previously suggested expanded commission role that was provided to the City Council Ad Hoc Committee Concerning Commission Review, discuss the options, and determine what items they would like to pursue.

Brief discussion followed.

MOTION:
Commissioner Ozenne moved to direct the Producer Incentive Committee to review, discuss, and recommend items for the full Commission to take.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Sunshine, motion carried with aye vote.

2) A recommendation from the Cable & Community Relations Manager that the Chairperson appoint two new members to the Producer Incentive Committee.

APPOINTMENT:  Commissioner Ozenne and Brennan were nominated and appointed to the Committee.
MOTION:
Commissioner Sunshine moved to ratify the appointments.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Barnard, motion carried with aye vote.

2) A recommendation from the Cable & Community Relations Manager that the Chairperson appoint two new members to the Producer Incentive Committee.
APPOINTMENT:  Commissioner Barnard and Frantz were nominated and appointed to the Committee.

MOTION:
Commissioner Brennan moved to ratify the appointments.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Sunshine, motion carried with aye vote.
D) New Business - NONE
2. ADDENDUM MATTERS - NONE

3. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS:

A) Manager Smith requested without objection that the Operating Policies and Procedures Committee review the rules concerning User and Producer categories for non-profit representatives.  We have an on-going problem with the intent and spirit of the rules being violated.  The intent was to allow Torrance-based non-profit organizations to get their message out to the Torrance community.  To do that, they needed to have a TCtv User or Producer.  Often times, the employees of the non-profit are not Torrance residents.  Routinely, these non-residents that are authorized to use TCtv on behalf of a non-profit rarely; if ever produce content about the organization they represent.  These producers tend to spend their 90% (if not more) of the time acting as an independent producer creating content that has nothing to do with the organization or the community.  Therefore, Manager Smith requested that the Board improve the language in the rules to correct this unintended consequence.
B) Chairwoman Haussmann complimented TCtv for putting together another awards program.
10. ADJOURNMENT:

Chairwoman Haussmann adjourned the meeting of March 9, 2011, 8:07 p.m. to reconvene on April 13, 2011 Wednesday, at 7:00 p.m.


Respectfully submitted,


Michael D. Smith


Cable & Community Relations Manager

Roll Call:
Barnard 
Brennan 
Frantz 
Nishinaga 
Ozenne 
Sunshine 
Haussmann 






