February 11, 2009
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CABLE TELEVISION ADVISORY BOARD.

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER:


The Torrance Cable Television Advisory Board convened in a regular meeting on Wednesday, 
February 11, 2009, at 7:04 p.m. in the Torrance Community Television Studio located in the Stanley E. Remelmeyer Telecommunications Center. 

2. ROLL CALL:

Present:
Commissioners:  Carlson, Haussmann, Korman, Nishinaga, Perkins, and Vice Chairwoman Barnard
Also Present:
Cindy Hibbard, Secretary

Michael D. Smith, Cable & Community Relations Manager

Excused:
Sunshine 
Absent:
None
3. FLAG SALUTE:


Commissioner Barnard led the salute to the flag.

4. MOTION TO ACCEPT AND FILE REPORT ON POSTING OF AGENDA:

MOTION:
Commissioner Carlson moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on posting of the agenda for this meeting.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Nishinaga, carried with an aye vote.

5. ANNOUNCEMENT OF WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS - NONE

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A) December 10, 2008

MOTION:
Commissioner Haussmann moved to approve the minutes of December 10, 2008.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Korman, motion carried with an aye vote.

7. SCHEDULED BUSINESS:
A) Community Matters – NONE
B) Committee Reports – 17th Annual TCtv Video Programming Awards

6
Committee Chair Haussmann provided an oral report stating she believed this was the best ceremony ever!  She thought it was professionally presented, the video presentation were done in a manner that was respectful, tasteful, and not silly as in the past.  She thought the food and deserts were great along with the masters of ceremony; and believed the audience really appreciated the effort and professionalism.

Brief discussion followed.

MOTION:
Commissioner Perkins moved to accept the 17th Annual TCtv Video Programming Awards Committee Report.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Carlson, motion carried with aye vote.

C) Report of the Community Television Center 

1) December, 2008 – Manager Smith discussed statistics for the month because Coordinator Fefie was teaching a workshop.  He highlighted 10 new programs were completed with 15 programs bicycled.  He also noted studio usage had dropped significantly over the previous year to 24%; field camera check-outs were also low 23%.  Post-production usage was up 66% compared to 59% in 2007.  The facility usage is typical for the month of December when Producers take time off.  There were 02 multi-camera field productions, compared to none in the previous year.  01 "It’s Your TV Brochures" were mailed, with 4 graduates.  The total number of programs for the year ending exceeded the previous year, with a total of 192 compared to 162.   Multi-camera productions were up 28 compared to 1.  This was primarily due to staff resuming use of the van for event and sports coverage.  The shift back to the van shows the impact in the percentages in field and post-production reports.  Post-production this year was down 5% and field camera 10%; this is clearly the difference in increase in van usage.

Brief discussion followed.

MOTION:
Commissioner Nishinaga moved to accept the Torrance Community Television Center Report for December 2008.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Perkins, motion carried with aye vote.

D) Report of Legislative and Cable Related Activities

Manager Smith reported Time Warner Cable will expand a test of usage-based Internet billing to four additional markets, while Charter Communications has confirmed it will impose usage limits on most of its broadband users.

Time Warner reported an operating loss of $16 billion today following declines in filmed entertainment, publishing and AOL. Early in January the media conglomerate wrote down the value of its assets by $24.2 billion, in early January.

Time Warner Cable chief operating officer Landel Hobbs said the second-biggest U.S. cable operator will undergo a major restructuring resulting in the loss of 1,250 jobs across the country.

An AT&T employee dishes to Gizmodo that the telco is working on a new U-Verse set top box that will include a femtocell. Femtocells allow users to make wireless phone calls over their broadband connection, and are popular with carriers because they let them ease strain on local towers.
AT&T tacked on 264,000 U-verse TV subscribers in the fourth quarter of 2008, but video and other growth areas were more than offset by dropping wireline voice connections, and the telco also said it would scale back capital spending on building out the U-verse network.

Federal Communications Commission chairman Kevin Martin has proposed to fine nine cable companies $25,000 each for failing to respond fully to an investigation into the movement of analog channels to a digital tier.
Brief discussion followed.

MOTION:
Commissioner Nishinaga moved to accept the Report of Legislative and Cable Related Activities for November 2008.  This motion seconded by Commissioner, Haussmann motion carried with aye vote.
E) Old Business - NONE

F) New Business - NONE

8. ADDENDUM MATTERS - NONE

9. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS:

A) Secretary Hibbard wished everyone a happy Presidents Day.

B) Commissioner Carlson mentioned he was encouraging his grandchildren to take TCtv workshops and that he was working on a script.
C) Commissioner Haussmann thanked Commissioner Barnard for the cookies tonight.
D) Commissioner Haussmann wished everyone happy national Pig Day, March 1st.
E) Commissioner Korman mentioned Councilman Numark and wife, Diane’s attendance at the Presidential Inauguration as part of the California delegation.  
F) Commissioner Nishinaga also thanked Commissioner Barnard for the cookies tonight.
G) Commissioner Nishinaga mentioned he too received an invitation to attend the Inauguration, but there wasn’t enough time to plan the trip.
H) Commissioner Nishinaga also encouraged Commissioners to see the LEED Platinum Green building display in Long Beach on Ocean Blvd.
I) Commissioner Perkins mentioned she attended the Torrance Symphony fundraiser.

J) Commissioner Perkins also mentioned the Art’s Council auction in June.
9. ADJOURNMENT:

Chairman Barnard adjourned the meeting of February 11, 2009, 7:45 p.m. to reconvene on Wednesday, March 11, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,


Michael D. Smith


Cable & Community Relations Manager
Roll Call:
Barnard 
Carlson 
Haussmann 
Korman 
Nishinaga 
Perkins
Sunshine 
