AMENDED 02/09/11

February 9, 2011
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CABLE TELEVISION ADVISORY BOARD.

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER:


The Torrance Cable Television Advisory Board convened in a regular meeting on Wednesday, 
February 9, 2011, at 7:01 p.m. in the Multipurpose Room located in the Stanley E. Remelmeyer Telecommunications Center. 

2. ROLL CALL:

Present:
Commissioners:  Brennan, Frantz, Nishinaga, Ozenne, Sunshine, and Vice Chairwoman Barnard
Also Present:
Cindy Hibbard, Secretary


Michael D. Smith, Cable & Community Relations Manager

Excused:
Haussmann 
Absent:
Don Fefie, TCtv Coordinator 
3. FLAG SALUTE:

The salute to the flag of the United States of America was conducted jointly.
4. MOTION TO ACCEPT AND FILE REPORT ON POSTING OF AGENDA:

MOTION:
Commissioner Sunshine moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on posting of the agenda for this meeting.  This motion seconded by Commissioner 
Ozenne, carried with an aye vote.

5. ANNOUNCEMENT OF WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS - NONE
6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A) December 8, 2010
Vice Chairwoman Barnard noted that Commissioner Perkins name was omitted from those present.

MOTION:
Commissioner Sunshine moved to approve the minutes of December 8, 2010 as amended.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Ozenne, motion carried with an aye vote.
6
7. SCHEDULED BUSINESS:

A) Community Matters – NONE

B) Committee Reports – NONE
C) Report of the Community Television Center 

1) December, 2010 – Manager Smith highlighted 16 new programs were completed with 17 programs bicycled.  He also noted studio usage was up over the previous year to 39% compared to 29%; field camera check-outs remains low 15% compared with 06% in 2009.  Post-production usage was 37% compared to 45% in 2009.  Manager Smith also noted that all areas of service had increased over 2009.  There was also a 28% increase in programs completed over 2009.  Staff was focused this month on preparations for the awards ceremony.  Several videos were in production and post-production along with final arrangements for the ceremony.
Brief discussion followed.

MOTION:
Commissioner Nishinaga moved to accept the Torrance Community Television Center Report for December 2010.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Brennan, motion carried with aye vote.

2) January, 2011 - Manager Smith highlighted 14 new programs were completed with 13 programs bicycled.  He also noted studio was not used in January compared to 19%; field camera check-outs remains low 09% but significantly higher than the previous year of 19%.  Post-production usage at 36% compared to 49 in 2011.  12 guests attended New Users Orientation, 10 graduated.  Hosted the 19th Annual TCtv Video Programming Awards, 150 guests.
Brief discussion followed.

MOTION:
Commissioner Nishinaga moved to accept the Torrance Community Television Center Report for January 2011.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Brennan, motion carried with aye vote.

D) Report of Legislative and Cable Related Activities 
Comcast Corp., the nation's largest cable and broadband provider, has struck a wide-ranging deal with Time Warner Inc. that will give the company access to content that it can distribute across numerous platforms.

The next-generation wireless broadband technology Long Term Evolution (or LTE), might not be available to the utility world just yet, but that isn’t stopping a handful of vendors touting smart grid network technologies based on LTE. At the smart grid conference DistribuTECH in San Diego next week Alcatel Lucent and Tantalus plan to show off what they’re calling the first public demonstration of LTE smart grid applications.

LONDON: Just 1.2 million pay-TV consumers canceled their subscriptions in favor of over-the-top video alternatives in 2010, according to a new report from Informa Telecoms Media, reflecting just 0.18 percent of the global pay-TV market.  The number of cord-cutters globally is forecast to rise from last year's 1.2 million to 16.1 million by 2015, the report says.
Dish Network will raise prices on most of its programming packages, starting in February, and then put a hold on subscriber increases for two years.

Beginning next month, the No. 2 DBS provider will add $3 to $5 per month to most of its programming packages, before enacting a two-year price freeze through January 2013. Dish said it is the only major satellite or cable company in U.S. to announce two-year price stabilization. 

Gov. Jerry Brown on Tuesday named a leading consumer advocate to serve on the California Public Utilities Commission, one of the state's most powerful regulatory bodies.  Michael Florio, an attorney for the Utility Reform Network and Catherine Sandoval, a Santa Clara University law professor, telecommunications expert and former Rhodes scholar.
AT&T reported 1.93 million satellite TV connections as of the end of 2010, down 11.2% from 2.17 million a year earlier. The company does not break out how many of those are DirecTV versus Dish customers.

AT&T -- which once argued that telco competition would keep a lid on cable rates -- will increase monthly pricing for U-verse TV packages by up to 10% in early 2011, its second consecutive year of hikes.

Brief discussion followed.

MOTION:
Commissioner Sunshine moved to accept the Legislative and Cable Related Report for January 2011.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Nishinaga, motion carried with aye vote.

E) Old Business
1) A recommendation from Operating Policies and Procedures Committee that the Commission approve the recommended changes and which includes changing the hours of TCtv to 2:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday and forward the recommendation to the Torrance Public Access Foundation.

Staff provided an overview of the modifications stating that the majority of changes were terminology, equipment changes, and some minor clarifications of the rules where the intent wasn’t clear.  The major portion is a modification to the hours of operation on Tuesday through Friday, from 1:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Brief discussion followed.

MOTION:
Commissioner Ozenne moved to approve the modifications to the Operating Policies and Procedures.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Sunshine, motion carried with aye vote.

2) A recommendation from the Cable & Community Relations Manager that the Commission review the previously suggested expanded commission role that was provided to the City Council Ad Hoc Committee Concerning Commission Review, discuss the options, and determine what items they would like to pursue.

Brief discussion followed.

MOTION:
Commissioner Sunshine moved to consider the remaining items at the March 9, 2011 meeting.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Nishinaga, motion carried with aye vote.

F) New Business 
1) A recommendation from the Cable & Community Relations Manager that the Chairperson appoint two new members to the Operating Policies and Procedure Committee.

Following brief discussion, the Commission determined it was best to continue the matter until the March meeting so that Chairwoman Haussmann could appoint members to the committee.
MOTION:
Commissioner Barnard moved to consider the appointments at the March 9, 2011 meeting.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Brennan, motion carried with aye vote.

2) A recommendation from the Cable & Community Relations Manager that the Chairperson appoint two new members to the Producer Incentive Committee.
Following brief discussion, the Commission determined it was best to continue the matter until the March meeting so that Chairwoman Haussmann could appoint members to the committee.

MOTION:
Commissioner Barnard moved to consider the appointments at the March 9, 2011 meeting.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Brennan, motion carried with aye vote.

8. ADDENDUM MATTERS - NONE

9. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS:

A) Bob Diaz, 2409 West 230th Street submitted written comments concerning the awards ceremony thanking everyone for the work and effort.  He also drew attention to the rule change from last year, but was somehow overlooked this year.  “Users/Producers are limited to enter a single program per category”. Attached

B) Bob Diaz welcomed the newly appointed Commissioners to the Board (Mr. Diaz is a former Commissioner and Chairman).

C) Commissioner Barnard mentioned she was delighted that her husband, Don Barnard was selected at Producer of the Year.
D) Commissioner Barnard also mentioned that a single program should not be entered into multiple categories.
E) Commissioner Brennan mentioned that she is looking forward to working on the Commission.

F) Commissioner Frantz also mentioned that he is looking forward to working on the Commission.

G) Commissioner Sunshine mentioned that the awards ceremony was very well done and he and his guest had a great time.

H) Commissioner Sunshine also welcomed the newly appointed Commissioners to the Board.
9. ADJOURNMENT:

Vice Chairwoman Barnard the meeting of February 9, 2011, 8:20 p.m. to reconvene on March 9, 2011 Wednesday, at 7:00 p.m.


Respectfully submitted,


Michael D. Smith


Cable & Community Relations Manager

Roll Call:
Barnard 
Brennan 
Frantz 
Nishinaga 
Ozenne 
Sunshine 
Haussmann 
