
“One Person’s Trash …”	 1	 Spring 2016

Recycling grows at commercial  
and multi-family properties
Assembly Bill 1826 (AB 1826) expands on the success of 
California’s mandatory commercial recycling law (AB 341) but 
targets a specific component of commercial waste – organics. 
Items categorized as organics include food scraps, food-soiled 
paper, landscape and pruning waste. Organics constitute about 
one-third of the waste disposed in California landfills each year. 
Recycling organics keeps material out of landfills, creates Cali-
fornia jobs, results in useful products and reduces our produc-
tion of greenhouse gases.

AB 1826 phases in mandatory recycling requirements 
for organics over the next few years. Beginning April 1, 2016, 
businesses that produce 8 or more cubic yards of organics per 
week, such as large supermarkets, convention centers, venues 
and food processors, are required to recycle this material. On 
Jan. 1, 2017, businesses that produce 4 or more cubic yards of 
organics per week, such as large restaurants, will be required to 
begin recycling this material. Finally, by Jan. 1, 2019, all businesses that produce 4 or more cubic yards of any type of solid 
waste per week will be required to recycle organics. Under AB 1826, the definition of “businesses” is expanded to include 
multi-family premises; however, multi-family premises are only required to recycle landscaping waste.

Businesses have the following options to comply with AB 1826:
•	 Separate organic waste from other waste and subscribe to an organic waste collection service.
•	 Recycle organic waste on site, or self-haul organic waste for organic recycling.
•	 Subscribe to an organic waste recycling service that includes mixed-waste processing that specifically recycles 

organic waste.
•	 Sell or donate the generated organic waste.

To learn more about the new commercial organics recycling 
law, visit www.TorranceCA.Gov/29324.htm. You may also contact 
your current trash and/or recycling hauler for assistance or 
select from any of the licensed haulers operating in Torrance 
(list available at www.TorranceCA.Gov/PDF/HaulerListings.pdf).

The AB 1826 requirements have not changed the 
requirements under AB 341 to recycle other materials, such as 
paper, plastics, glass, metal containers and more. Your business 
or multi-family property must remain in compliance with AB 
341. Recycling is mandatory for businesses that generate 4 
or more cubic yards of trash per week and for all multi-family 
dwellings. Review the AB 341 requirements at www.TorranceCA.
Gov/24416.htm.
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Toyota employee parking lot (off Toyota Way, 
south of the intersection of 190th and Van Ness)
• Free Paper Shredding Drop-Off

,skoobon-ylnonoitamrofnieruces(elcihevrepsgabrosexob8fotimiL
   3-ring binders, large clips or magazines). 
• Electronics Recycling Drop-Off

TVs, monitors, cell phones, small appliances and other electronics for 
   safe and responsible recycling. Please do not
   bulbs or tubes, or other hazardous items. 
• Shoe and Clothing Recycling Drop-Off

Used shoes and clothing in wearable condition. 
• Used Oil Recycling and Filter Exchange Drop-off 

Will accept clean used oil for recycling (cannot be contaminated) and used 

   locations. (Limit 2 coupons per participant, while supplies last.) 
Do not bring any hazardous materials to this event.
fluorescent bulbs and chemicals such as pesticide, cleansers and insect repellants. These
Hazardous waste includes items such as paint, batteries, medications, glues, CFL and 

types of items will not be accepted at this event.

EARTH DAY
Saturday, April 23, 2016

8 a.m. to noon

Recycling Event

City of Torrance

City of Torrance Public Works    
For more information, call (310) 781-6900 or visit
www. TorranceCA.Gov/PublicWorks or www.RecycleTorrance.Org 

Smart Gardening
The Smart Gardening Program, sponsored by 
Los Angeles County, provides free workshops 
with hands-on demonstrations covering 
backyard composting, worm composting, grass 
recycling, water-wise gardening and fire-wise 
gardening. At these workshops, you’ll learn 
Smart Gardening techniques 
to create and maintain a 
healthy, beautiful, and 
drought-tolerant lawn 
and garden by giving 
your plants what they 
crave – nutrient-rich 
soil. A beginner 
workshop will be 
held in Torrance on 
Saturday, June 18, and 
an advanced workshop 
will be held in Torrance 
on Saturday, Aug. 13. Both workshops will 
take place at Columbia Park, which is located at 
the corner of 190th Street and Prairie Avenue. 
The workshops run from 9:30 to 11 a.m. For 
the Torrance workshops, no reservations are 
required.

Beginner workshops focus on composting, 
worm composting, grasscycling and waterwise 
gardening. Advanced workshops cover 
landscape design, irrigations systems and 
organic gardening. Composting bins and worms 
are for sale at discounted rates at the end of the 
workshops; Torrance residents can purchase 
similar items through the Farmers Market and 
Torrance Public Works. Visit the website at www.
TorranceCA.Gov/9216.htm for more information. 

To learn more about the Smart Gardening 
program and to find the schedule for upcoming 
workshops in our area, call (888) CLEAN-LA or 
visit www.SmartGardening.Com.

Attention, residents with 
City sanitation services:
Do you have excess yard 
waste?
Remember, don’t put leaves, grass clippings, 
tree limbs or brush trimmings into your trash 
bin. Put these items into your GREEN yard 
waste bin! The only yard waste items that 
should go into your trash bin are succulents, 
such as palm fronds and branches, cactus 
and large ice plant clusters. For more details, 
visit www.TorranceCA.Gov/9130.htm#THE_
GREEN_BIN.

http://www.TorranceCA.Gov/9216.htm
http://www.TorranceCA.Gov/9216.htm
http://www.SmartGardening.Com
http://www.TorranceCA.Gov/9130.htm#THE_GREEN_BIN
http://www.TorranceCA.Gov/9130.htm#THE_GREEN_BIN


“One Person’s Trash …”	 3	 Spring 2016

Get Blue to 
Go Green
Have you noticed that most recycling containers are blue? So did we! 
So now Torrance is going blue for our curbside recycling containers. 
Using grant funds, Torrance Public Works is offering brand-new blue 
recycling containers to all residents who have curbside service. Like the 
old containers, these are wheeled carts with lids. The blue containers are 
available in the 96-gallon size.

Standardized colors, such as blue for recycling, are powerful 
communication tools to encourage participation and correct use of the 
containers. In an effort to encourage residents to recycle more and trash 
less, we are asking residents to get blue to go green! 

Please request your blue recycling container by completing the 
online form at: www.TorranceCA.Gov/CurbsideContainer. Or, you can call 
customer service at (855) 354-5623. 

Recycle  This!
You can recycle all of these materials in your gray/blue recycling container:

• 	Newspaper, Cardboard and Mixed Paper, such as newspaper and inserts, catalogs, magazines, junk mail, computer 
paper, juice boxes, empty paper towel and toilet paper tubes, books, clean fast food wrappers and burger, French 
fry, pizza and bakery boxes, clean paper plates and cups and cardboard (including corrugated shipping boxes, shoe 
and gift boxes and cereal and cracker boxes with liners removed).

• 	Shredded Paper – Bag the shreds in paper or recyclable plastic bags. Staple or tape paper bags closed; tie recyclable 
plastic bags shut.

• 	Aluminum, Tin and Metal Cans and Foil, such as drink cans, soup, pet food, fruit and vegetable cans, empty aerosol 
cans, clean aluminum foil and trays, wire hangers and dry, empty paint cans.

• 	Plastic Containers, including plastic bottles, bags or containers with a number (1-7) in the recycling arrows triangle, 
such as soda bottles, milk jugs, shampoo bottles, butter and yogurt tubs, shopping bags and Styrofoam pieces (cup 
size or larger).

• 	Glass Bottles and Jars, such as drink bottles and food jars.

Not  That!
Please keep contaminants out of your recycling container! The following items are NOT accepted: liquid or food waste, 
napkins and paper towels, tissue paper, food-soiled paper or boxes of any kind, photograph print paper, blueprint and 
carbon paper, small Styrofoam pieces (such as “popcorn” or “peanuts”), plastic without a number in the recycling arrows 
triangle, dishes, light bulbs, mirrors, ceramic mugs, drinking glasses, porcelain, window glass, pots and pans, propane or 
helium tanks and scrap metal from plumbing or construction materials.

http://www.TorranceCA.Gov/CurbsideContainer
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Richardson Middle School   
scoring green grades
Richardson Middle School (Richardson) took part in the Grades of Green Trash Free Lunch Challenge this school year. At 
Richardson, the program is being led by Principal Ian Drummond and teacher Mandy Mason, along with her awesome 
Green Team students.

The school kicked off its new waste reduction program on Nov. 18 with a school-wide assembly from Grades of 
Green. Students learned the importance of waste reduction and conserving natural resources while also learning how 
to use a new waste sorting system in their lunch area. From that point on, students have had the opportunity to sort all 
recyclable and compostable waste at lunch rather than throwing it in the trash. Before the program began, Richardson 
was producing 14 garbage bags of lunch waste every day, all of which was headed straight to the landfill. Through 

education and the new waste reduction program and sorting system, the school has 
been able to cut this number to only six bags of landfill waste per day. Plus, students 
are practicing environmentally friendly habits that will last a lifetime!

The Trash Free Lunch Challenge wrapped up in mid-March. At that time, 
Richardson and all of the other schools taking part in the Challenge in Los Angeles 
and Orange counties submitted a final application outlining how they reduced waste 
on campus and further educated students about the environment, as well as why 
they should win the Challenge. The grand-prize winning schools (one elementary and 
one middle/high school) will receive a $1,000 sustainability grant.

Many other Torrance schools 
have taken part in the Grades of 
Green program during past school 
years. These include Arlington 
Elementary, Arnold Elementary, 
Magruder Middle, Riviera Elementary, 
Seaside Elementary, Towers 
Elementary, Victor Elementary and 
Walteria Elementary, which have 
taken part in the Trash Free Lunch 
Challenge. Riviera Elementary 
was a 2012-2013 Trash Free Lunch Challenge Finalist. The school used its prize 
money from the Challenge as seed money to switch from Styrofoam lunch trays to 
compostable trays. With the help of the City of Torrance, Riviera also introduced 
permanent sorting stations throughout campus. A student art contest led to the 
creation of a bottle cap mural (pictured) that features more than 300 pounds of 
bottle caps, all of which were collected by students.

Over the past few years, participating schools have reduced their waste nearly 
80 percent, taking the equivalent of 10,000 fewer garbage bags to landfills each year. 
In addition, Riviera Elementary won second place in the Challenge, receiving a $750 
science grant award; Magruder was awarded $500 for having the best sorting line 
program; and Towers received an award for best incentive program. Congratulations 
to all who have participated!

Grades of Green has a website full of activities that focus on energy, water, 
toxins, waste, air, and the earth. Grades of Green began in Manhattan Beach at 
Grand View Elementary in 2009 when a group of moms decided they wanted to help 
create a better world for their children by making environmental protection and care 
“second nature.” To date, 241,413 students at 343 schools in 41 states have taken 
part in Grades of Green activities. 

Learn more or find out how your school can take part online at  
www.GradesofGreen.Org or email NicoleS@GradesofGreen.Org.

Students from Towers Elementary, 
one of many Torrance schools that 
has taken part in the Trash Free 
Lunch Challenge

The Trash Free Lunch Challenge 
was just the beginning for Riviera 
Elementary School, which created 
this bottle cap mural based on a 
student design to celebrate the 
school’s many environmental 
efforts. 

http://www.GradesofGreen.Org
mailto:NicoleS@GradesofGreen.Org
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City Yard Open House
Disaster Preparedness Expo & Environmental Fair

Saturday, June 4, 2016 • 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
City of Torrance, City Services Facility • 20500 Madrona Avenue

Park at Court House, 825 Maple Avenue, Torrance, 90503, for free shuttle. No public parking at City Yard.

•	 See demonstrations and displays of City vehicles and equipment – buses, trash trucks, high-
rangers, dump trucks, fire trucks and more! Kids are welcome aboard to have their pictures taken. 

•	 Play games and win prizes and snacks!
•	 For car enthusiasts and those looking to reminisce about the past, come and enjoy classic, custom 

and modified cars and motorcycles that will also be on display.

•	 What to do during an emergency or natural disaster
•	 Natural landscaping and water conservation techniques
•	 Strategies for energy conservation 
•	 What’s new with electric vehicles and charging stations
•	 How you and your family can make positive changes

•	 Emergency equipment
•	 Disaster supplies
•	 Energy efficient vehicles
•	 Green home improvement items, including energy efficient appliances and water-saving fixtures
•	 Local vendors

Free  
Parking 

and Shuttle 
Service

Don’t 
Miss 
Out:

Learn:

Visit 
Displays:

Fun for 
the Whole 

Family!

Featuring Trash for Teaching’s Recycling Building Activities,  
Recycling and Composting Materials

Mulch giveaway, while supplies last!

For more information, contact Public Works at (310) 781-6900.

Or click HERE.

http://www.TorranceCA.Gov/events/webevent.plx?cmd=listday;token=guest.e9e4b01f364e03057cc1f1a0b37b55d2;y=2016;m=6;d=4
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County Hazardous Waste Drop-Off Event  
Comes to Torrance
On Saturday, June 18, the Los Angeles County (County) Household Hazardous and Electronic Waste Collection comes 
to Torrance. The County’s free events won’t get any closer than that! From 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., residents can drop off 
unneeded household chemicals and old electronics at no charge at American Honda, 1919 Torrance Boulevard (enter 
from Harper’s Way off of Van Ness).

Take this opportunity to rid your home of these and similar products:
• 	Cleaners with acid or lye
• 	Pesticides and herbicides
• 	Household batteries and car batteries
• 	Pool chemicals
• 	Mercury thermometers or thermostats
• 	Used needles and sharps (in a sharps container purchased at a pharmacy or a 

puncture-proof container labeled “SHARPS”)
• 	Unwanted or expired prescriptions and over-the-counter medications (only 

non-controlled medications)
• 	Computers, monitors, laptops, old TVs, cell phones and other electronics
• 	Motor oil, oil filters and brake fluid
• 	Used antifreeze
• 	Paint, paint thinner and turpentine

Please keep items in their original, labeled containers. Do not mix chemicals together. There is a transportation 
limit of 15 gallons or 125 pounds of hazardous waste per trip. Please, NO explosives, ammunition, radioactive materials, 
trash, tires, business waste of any kind, appliances or medications considered “controlled substances.” Controlled 
substances can be delivered to one of the L.A. County Sheriff’s Department’s Safe Drug Drop-Off Boxes. For locations, go 
to www.NoDrugsDownTheDrain.Org.

In addition to the County’s collection event, there are permanent collection centers open year-round to accept 
household hazardous waste, electronics, sharps and medical waste, fluorescent tubes and bulbs and similar items. 
There are two facilities nearby:

• 	Gaffey Street S.A.F.E. Collection Center, 1400 N. Gaffey Street, San Pedro – Open Saturdays and Sundays, 9 a.m. to  
3 p.m.

• 	L.A. County Environmental Collection Center, located at EDCO Recycling and Transfer, 2755 California Avenue, Signal 
Hill – Open the second Saturday of every month, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
There are free recycling drop-offs for specific items, such as used motor oil, medications, fluorescent bulbs and paint 

available at retail establishments in Torrance and surrounding cities on a regular basis. 
For more information and additional locations, visit www.TorranceCA.Gov/9124.htm.
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Electronics Recycling Drop-Off Facility in Torrance
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Torrance is also home to an electronics recycling drop-off 
facility that is open year-round: Walser’s Recycling Center, 
located at 488 Amapola Avenue, 90501. Walser’s accepts 
these items for FREE:

•	 TVs and Computer Monitors
•	 Computers – Desktop, Server, Laptop
•	 Rechargeable Batteries – UPS, Laptop, Cell Phone, etc.
•	 Appliances – Refrigerators, Air Conditioners, 

Microwaves, Dish Washers, Washing Machines, Dryers, 
etc.

•	 Metals of All Kinds
•	 Satellite Dishes and Antennas Made of Metal
•	 Wire and Cable
•	 UPS Units
•	 Cellular Phones
•	 Printed Circuit Boards
•	 Laser Toner and Inkjet Cartridges

In addition, Walser’s will provide hard drive data 
destruction and certifications of destruction for a 
small fee. Also for a fee, they will accept miscellaneous 

electronics, such as radios, stereos, DVD and VHS players, 
keyboards and mice, modems and routers, laser and inkjet 
printers, scanners, calculators, vacuum cleaners, remotes, 
audio and video tapes, CDs and DVDs, electronic toys and 
games and similar items. 

Hazardous and toxic materials are not accepted, 
including single-use batteries, incandescent or fluorescent 
light bulbs and tubes, CFLs, paints, liquids, chemicals, 
medicines, and medical sharps. Also, paper, plastic, and 
glass are not accepted. 

Drop-off hours 
are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Monday through 
Saturday, with the 
exception of holidays 
and rainy days. For  
more information, 
contact Walser’s at  
(310) 891-3325 or visit 
their website at  
www.Walsers.Com.

http://www.NoDrugsDownTheDrain.Org
http://www.TorranceCA.Gov/9124.htm
http://www.Walsers.Com
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Los Angeles County working to improve 
disposal options for medicines and sharps
Every year, many families are faced with the challenge of how to dispose of medicines that are not entirely consumed. 
Prescriptions change, symptoms improve, patients die, and individuals fail to take their medications as directed. All 
of these situations can leave people wondering what to do with the unused portions. In addition, over-the-counter 
medications purchased in large quantities often expire before they are used. These medications are usually thrown 
in the trash, flushed down the toilet, or simply left to pile up in the medicine cabinet. This, in turn, can lead to drugs 
contaminating our water supply, accidentally poisoning children and pets, or being stolen for illegal use.

A wide array of pharmaceuticals are present in our waterways – hormones, antibiotics, analgesics, antidepressants 
and tranquilizers, to name a few. In 1999-2000, the U.S. Geological Survey evaluated 139 streams in 30 states for 
pharmaceuticals, hormones and other organic contaminants. They found contamination in 80 percent of the streams 
tested. Subsequent studies have found similar results. Wastewater treatment 
plants currently in use were not designed to remove pharmaceuticals. Several 
layers of additional and expensive treatment would be required to remove all 
of these chemicals from the water. Over multiple generations, the presence 
of medications in these bodies of water could impact aquatic life, animals and 
even humans. 

Improper storage and disposal of medications can also have tragic 
consequences for children and pets. Every year, about 54,000 children under the age of 6 are treated in emergency 
rooms for poisoning from self-ingested prescription and over-the-counter medicines. Children are not the only ones at 
risk from accidental poisoning. In 2011, the Animal Poison Control Center received more than 25,000 calls about pets 
consuming prescription drugs intended for people.

According to the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health, from 2000 to 2009 there were 8,265 drug-related 
deaths in Los Angeles County. Public health statistics show that 61 percent of those deaths involved a commonly abused 
prescription or over-the-counter drug. Of note, nearly 75 percent of residents who misuse prescription drugs obtain 
them from relatives or friends. Deaths and illnesses caused by the abuse of prescription opioids are of national concern. 
The number of deaths each year from prescription opioids is now greater than the deaths from heroin, cocaine and 

benzodiazepine drugs combined.
Improper disposal or indefinite storage of certain 

pharmaceuticals creates opportunities for drug abuse. Commonly 
abused prescription drugs include opioid painkillers (narcotics), 
depressants prescribed for anxiety or sleep disorders, and 
stimulants used to treat attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder or 
narcolepsy. In 2009, 16 million Americans over the age of 11 had 
taken a prescription pain reliever, tranquilizer, stimulant or sedative 
for non-medical purposes in the year prior to being surveyed. 
Simply throwing these drugs in the trash leaves the possibility that 
someone may end up using or distributing them illegally. And, 
simply allowing them to build up in your cupboard is not any better. 
According to the National Community Pharmacists Association, an 
estimated 200 million pounds of unused or expired prescription 
drugs are stored in medicine cabinets across America. Of surveyed 
teens who abused prescription pain relievers, 62 percent had to 
look no further than their parents’ medicine cabinets.

Many residents are unsure of safe disposal methods, and 
proper disposal services are limited. This represents a significant 
public health problem. Los Angeles County is currently working 
to implement additional disposal options that will protect the 
health and safety of residents. The Board of Supervisors has 
directed the Pharmaceutical Working Group, made up of several 
County departments, to draft an Extended Producer Responsibility 
(EPR) ordinance. In the proposed ordinance, manufacturers and 

producers would develop and fund convenient collection services for L.A. County residents. The ordinance is currently 
under review by the County. To learn more about development of the proposed EPR Pharmaceuticals and Sharps 
Ordinance, to read it, or to provide comments, visit http://PublicHealth.LACounty.Gov/Pharma.htm.

L.A. County is currently working on a 
proposed Extended Producer Responsibility 
Pharmaceuticals and Sharps Ordinance to 
protect public health and the environment.

http://PublicHealth.LACounty.Gov/Pharma.htm
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What is EPR?
In short, Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) refers to a mandatory type of 
product stewardship. Instead of local government carrying the sole burden for 
disposal costs, EPR places the primary responsibility on the producer or the brand 
owner of a product. Most producer responsibility laws target products that contain 
hazardous materials or products that are difficult and costly to deal with when they are 
discarded. These laws put the disposal responsibility back on the producer. The maker 
of a product has the greatest ability to implement changes in product and package 
design to minimize the negative impacts that their products have on human health and 
the environment. EPR laws encourage companies to do just that.

There are currently five EPR laws in California which address mercury thermostats, pesticide 
containers, paint, carpet and mattresses. Also subject to California laws are other products 
that contain components of EPR, including electronics, motor oil, pharmaceuticals, 
medical sharps and tires. 

To learn more about EPR in California, how it is already working in other countries 
and how you can participate, visit www.CalRecycle.CA.Gov/epr/PolicyLaw/default.htm or 
http://CalPSC.Org.

FREE recycling for 
old mattresses  
and box springs
Old mattresses and box springs are now accepted from the 
public for free through the Bye Bye Mattress program. For 
residents of Torrance, the closest free drop-off locations 
are currently in Gardena and Wilmington. However, the 
list of locations continues to grow. Please visit www.
ByeByeMattress.Com to find the mattress collection location 
nearest you.

Bye Bye Mattress is administered by the Mattress 
Recycling Council (MRC), a non-profit organization created by the mattress industry and certified by the California 
Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle). MRC developed and manages the California mattress 
recycling program required by the Used Mattress Recovery & Recycling Act enacted in 2013.

A mattress recycled through the Bye Bye Mattress program is broken up into four main components—steel, foam, 
wood and fibers. These are used to make new products, such as carpet padding, steel products, filter media and 
automotive insulation.

The program is funded through an $11 recycling fee that is collected when a mattress or box spring is sold in 
California. Consumers will notice this fee as a separate line item on the receipt. The fee is used to pay for collecting, 
transporting and recycling discarded mattresses. It also established a fund that helps municipalities battle illegal 
dumping.

Learn more about the program at www.ByeByeMattress.Com.

http:// www.CalRecycle.CA.Gov/epr/PolicyLaw/default.htm
http://CalPSC.Org
http://www.ByeByeMattress.Com
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When trash 
speaks
Sometimes art shocks us. Sometimes it tells stories. 
Sometimes it educates us. And often, it does all three. That 
is especially true of four artists working to transform trash 
into fine art while exposing the devastating effects our trash 
has on the environment.

Chris Jordan has spent years documenting America’s 
love affair with stuff. Jordan believes that statistics –  
and photo collages that represent them – can tell stories 
about our culture. His first series to focus on waste as 
a subject was “Intolerable Beauty,” which included huge 
photos of various types of electronic waste. His series, “Running the Numbers,” which began in 2006, featured his 
signature large-scale photographs that depict a specific quantity of selected items, such as five minutes of office paper 

use (15 million sheets), 30 seconds of aluminum can consumption (106,000 
cans), five minutes of plastic beverage bottle use (2 million bottles), a day’s 
worth of retired cell phones (426,000 phones just in the U.S.), and an hour of 
paper grocery bag consumption (1.14 million brown bags). 

Jordan writes, “This project visually examines these vast and bizarre 
measures of our society in large, intricately detailed prints assembled from 
thousands of smaller photographs.” He continues, “My underlying desire is to 
emphasize the role of the individual in a society that is increasingly enormous, 
incomprehensible, and overwhelming.”

He continued to explore waste in his art – and specifically waste in our 
oceans – more closely. His 2009 series, “Midway: Message From the Gyre,” dis-
played the undisturbed bodies of dead birds, bellies full of plastic bottle caps, 
found lying on the shores at Midway Atoll, a cluster of islands more than 2,000 
miles from the nearest continent. Then in 2016, he turned to desert plastic 
pollution with “Camel Gastrolith,” which features plastic bags and shards of 
plastic, metal and glass found in the stomach contents of dead camels.

Alejandro Durán is a multimedia artist who works in photography, 
installation and video. His work explores the intersections of humans and 
nature, particularly points at which the natural world is overwhelmed by the 
developed world. His series, “Washed Up: Transforming a Trashed Landscape,” 
looks at plastic pollution from the ocean that washes ashore at Sian Ka’an, 
Mexico’s largest protected reserve, home to the world’s second largest barrier 
reef, and a UNESCO World Heritage site.

See the work  
of these artists:

Chris Jordan:  
www.ChrisJordan.Com

Alejandro Durán:  
www.AlejandroDuran.Com

Fabrice Monteiro:  
http://FabriceMonteiro.Viewbook.Com/

Vik Muniz:  
http://VikMuniz.Net

The Prophecy, Untitled #1 (Courtesy of Fabrice Monteiro | Mariane Ibrahim Gallery)

Washed Up: Vena, 2011 (Courtesy of Alejandro Durán)

(Continued on next page) ▼

“The Gipsy Magna: Pictures of 
Garbage,” Photograph by Vik 
Muniz, Courtesy of Vik Muniz 
Studio

Vik Muniz Looks Down at Magna’s Photo 
and Portrait, Artwork Courtesy of Vik 
Muniz Studio

http://www.ChrisJordan.Com
http://www.AlejandroDuran.Com
http://FabriceMonteiro.Viewbook.Com/
http://VikMuniz.Net
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Feeding people rather 
than landfills
Food Forward is a volunteer-powered, grassroots group 
of Southern Californians who are passionate about 
reconnecting to our food system, promoting issues 
of food justice, and making changes around hunger 
in our community. Food Forward rescues fresh, local 
produce that would otherwise go to waste, connects 
this abundance with people in need and inspires others 
to do the same.

They will come to private properties, public 
spaces and farmers and wholesale markets to recover 
excess fruits 
and vegetables, 
donating 100 
percent of what 
they collect to 
local direct-service 
agencies that feed 
our community’s 
most vulnerable. 
They provide 
food to more 
than 100,000 
clients a month 
across Southern 
California. 

Food Forward 
collects leftover 
produce from the 
Torrance Farmers 
Market to donate 
to local shelters, 
and they can 
help out when 
your backyard 
trees have had 
an overwhelming 
harvest.

To learn more, 
call Food Forward 
at (818) 764-1022 
or visit www.
FoodForward.Org.

Another non-
profit helping feed 
hungry people 
throughout SoCal 
is Food Finders. 
This organization 
collects both fresh 
and non-perishable food, which is then distributed to 
partnering agencies and shelters. To learn more about 
donating or volunteering, call (562) 283-1400 or visit 
www.FoodFinders.Org.

Durán writes, “Over the course of this project, I 
have identified plastic waste from fifty nations on six 
continents that have washed ashore along the coast of 
Sian Ka’an. I have used this international debris to create 
color-based, site-specific sculptures.” The installation 
features brightly colored plastic bottles filling a footpath, 
soccer balls intermingled with coconuts, and fishing line 
turned into palm tree roots.

Although a bit surreal, his crafted landscapes are not 
unlike the scenes we see at real beaches where trash has 
washed ashore, or rather, returned to shore. 

Durán explains his goal, “The resulting photo series 
depicts a new form of colonization by consumerism, 
where even undeveloped land is not safe from the 
far-reaching impact of our disposable culture. The 
alchemy of “Washed Up” lies not only in converting a 
trashed landscape, but in the project’s potential to raise 
awareness and change our relationship to consumption 
and waste.”

Working across the globe, in coastal Senegal, 
photographer Fabrice Monteiro collaborated with 
costume and fashion designer Doulsy (Jah Gal) and 
models to create his series, “The Prophecy.” The images, 
which are fantastical, show oversized figures which 
appear to be djinns, or supernatural creatures, in 
costumes created with trash and debris mingled with 
natural objects. The imposing figures rise above humans 
emerging from the landscape to issue warnings or 
perhaps judgments. 

Monteiro says of the project, “I imagined stories, like 
the Earth would be mad and send a representative to talk 
to the humans and tell them that they have to be aware 
of what is going on.”

The project was crowd-funded by EcoFund, which 
works to preserve our ecosystem. Monteiro chose Doulsy 
as a collaborator because he was already creating new 
clothes from recycled fabric.

The documentary “Waste Land” follows New York 
artist Vik Muniz back to his home country of Brazil where 
he works with pickers who go through the garbage at 
Brazil’s largest landfill to find items to sell. With their 
cooperation, Muniz turns trash into art. The documentary 
is available on DVD, on the iTunes store, and through 
the streaming service Hulu. Learn more at www.
WasteLandMovie.Com.

(Continued from previous page)

Midway: Message from the Gyre, 2009 (Courtesy of Chris Jordan)
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the Torrance area);  
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To have future issues of this newsletter sent 
directly to your email, please send your name 
and email address to ASherman@TorranceCA.
Gov. In the subject line, please say: “Add me to 
e-newsletter list.” Your email address will only 
be used for purposes of this newsletter.

Reuse at the Friends of the 
Library Book Sales
Looking for a good book at a great price? The Friends of the Library 
hosts quarterly book sales. They offer thousands of fiction and non-
fiction books, including books on crafts, biographies, textbooks, foreign 
language titles, children’s books and many more. In addition, you’ll find a 
huge selection of DVDs, CDs, tapes and records. 
The next two sales are scheduled for Saturday, April 23, and Saturday, 
July 23, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., in the Community Meeting Room at the 
Katy Geissert Civic Center Library. Admission is free. Books and other 
items are offered at incredibly low prices!
For more information, call (310) 618-5950.
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The greatest threat to our 
planet is the belief that 
someone else will save it.

Robert Swan, 1956-
Polar explorer
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Lemaire Channel, Antarctica 
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